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WE CONGRATULATE THOSE SELECTED TO THE 2018 TODD COUNTY SCHOOLS’ HALL
OF FAME. THE INDUCTION CEREMONY WAS AN EVENT OF SATURDAY, MARCH 10,
2018, AT THE MILLIKEN MEMORIAL COMMUNITY HOUSE. THOSE INDUCTED FOR
2018 INCLUDE THE LATE MRS. LELIA COLE, DR. EULA MONROE, BILL RUTLEDGE,
ALICE DUNNIGAN, AND TROY SNARDON. BOTH BILL RUTLEDGE AND TROY
SNARDON ARE GRADUATES OF TCCHS! THE OTHER THREE INDUCTEES WERE
EDUCATORS FOR SEVERAL YEARS IN THE TODD COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM.

MULLINGS – “HONOREES – MAKING A DIFFERENCE”
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Born with the given name Lorenzo Pietro Berra, one of the most noted names in baseball is that of the late
Yogi Berra. Berra, who played in Major League Baseball for 19 seasons, later became a baseball manager
and had a career batting average of .285. Elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1972, Berra provided
this unforgettable quote – “I never figured I’d go into the Hall of Fame. A kid from the Hill.” The “Hill”
referred to is a section of St. Louis primarily recognized for being the home of Italians. Those who know
more about Berra will recall he also managed both the New York Yankees and the New York Mets prior
to his retirement. Saturday evening, March 10, 2018, saw a second group of local individuals receive the
honor of becoming members of the Todd County Schools’ Hall of Fame, a recognition in its second year
as the Todd County School District works to recognize those individuals who have made an impact on the
lives of not only our community but in many instances our nation and our world. The event, one held for
the second year in the ballroom of the Milliken Memorial Community House, saw five new individuals
receive that distinction.
Sadly, two of those five honored individuals are deceased. Those who know anything about Trenton and
South Todd Elementary Schools will recall the name of Lelia Chastain Cole, a beloved educator who
remained in the elementary classroom for many years. Mrs. Cole, a 1955 graduate of Trenton High School,
was also a graduate of Austin Peay State University, and she dedicated 30 years to teaching the youth of
Todd County. Following her retirement, for several years Ms. Lelia also substituted and used her ‘teacher’
aptitudes to serve the school system. I recall Ms. Lelia’s substituting at Todd Central after her retirement,
and she quite often ‘dressed up’ the classrooms and halls of Todd Central using her endless array of talents.
She also served for many years on the Trenton City Council and the Todd County Board of Health, and
she is also remembered fondly for her co-founding the Silver Triangle Main Street Corporation, a nonprofit organization originally dedicated to historical preservation of Guthrie, Trenton, and Elkton. The
mother of two children, Chris and Shelley, and the wife of Mr. Sheridan Cole of Trenton, Ms. Cole is
fondly remembered for the impact she made on the lives of those around her.
The second honoree recognized posthumously was also one who impacted the lives of students. This
honoree, Ms. Alice Allison Dunnigan, was born in Russellville in 1906; however, she left her imprints on
the lives of students in Todd County as she taught for 18 years in the segregated schools of both Todd and
Logan Counties. As a teacher, Ms. Dunnigan was adamant her students should know about important
African Americans in Kentucky, and to make that a reality, she developed her own worksheets focusing
on black Americans. Later those fact sheets were published in a book entitled The Fascinating Story of
Black Kentuckians: Their Heritage and Tradition. At an early age, Ms. Dunnigan gained a reputation
as a journalist, and following her teaching career, she began her work with the Associated Negro Press,
becoming the first black female to cover the Senate and House of Representatives. She also is remembered
for her work with several national figures including Harry S. Truman, Lyndon B. Johnson, and John F.
Kennedy. At the Saturday recognition, Ms. Penny Lockhart, Ms. Dunnigan’s great-niece, remarked, “She
was my ‘shero’ when I was a little girl. I felt like I was riding in a Presidential motorcade because of the
credentials she had and the places she took me.” Ms. Dunnigan had one son, the late Robert William
Dunnigan.
Another honoree recognized at the Saturday event is Troy Davis Snardon, a 1977 graduate of Todd County
Central High School. Those familiar with Troy’s name will almost certainly recall Troy was one of the
most famous football players at TCCHS with stats of 4900 rushing yards in a five-year stint playing
football at his alma mater. Some other football achievements include Troy’s being a member of the AllMid-South Conference Team, the All-Western Kentucky Conference Team, and the Kentucky Third AllState Team. Following graduation, Troy continued his football career at Western Kentucky University
earning the distinction of being seventh in the nation in scoring and 1St Team All-OVC selection in 1980.
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Another unique fact about Troy is he continued his football pursuit following WKU, signing as a free
agent with the Detroit Lions. Troy is also remembered as a member of the Kentucky State Police for 22
years, and he now continues his work at the local level working as a security officer at the Todd County
Court of Justice. A father of two children, Corbin and Taylor, Troy is married to the former Margaret
Johnson of Guthrie.
A fourth individual receiving recognition is retired Brigadier General John William “Bill” Rutledge III, a
1965 graduate of Todd Central who excelled while in high school in academics and in sports, and he also
graduated with honors in the ROTC program at the University of Kentucky. At UK he also played
basketball as a freshman. Mr. Bill’s accomplishments in the military are extraordinary as he logged a
career total of 2800 hours flying in fighter aircraft, and he also served in several roles with assignments in
Europe, the Pacific, and the United States. Other honors include his receiving the Defense Distinguished
Service Medal, the Defense Superior Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, Defense Meritorious Service
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, AF Commendation Medal, Aerial Achievement Medal, and several
other awards. When asked a few years ago what he considered his greatest achievements, Mr. Bill replied,
“I have been married to my first, and only, wife for almost 46 years; I helped raise two responsible
children, and I am a small-town boy who earned three post-secondary degrees and was promoted to
Brigadier General in the Air Force.” The night of the recognition, he also shared, “Todd County was a
great place to grow up with a future that is very bright for those who live here now.”
The final honoree, one who left a mark on the field of education for 56 years, is Dr. Eula Ewing Monroe,
a 1957 graduate of Clifty High School who earned her master’s and Rank I from Western followed by her
doctorate from George Peabody College for Teachers at Vanderbilt. Ms. Eula is also remembered for her
early years teaching at Elkton Elementary followed by many years teaching math at WKU as well as more
recent years teaching at Brigham Young University. Ms. Eula has also presented at both a national and
international level and has written many articles and books. One of those books includes a mathematics
dictionary for children. In very recent years, Ms. Eula has volunteered at North Todd Elementary School
and has left an indelible mark on the young ones and staff there. Ms. Eula has one daughter Jamie, an
ophthalmologist. In her remarks at the banquet, Ms. Eula, the daughter of a sharecropper, commented,
“There is nothing like being appreciated at home, and Todd County is my home.” She also added, “If
students are worried about food in their stomachs and shoes on their feet, they cannot be too concerned
about what education can bring them.”
Adding that nominations for 2018 are being accepted with the nomination form available on the Todd
County Schools’ Hall of Fame Facebook page, Kelvin DeBerry, a member of the Hall of Fame committee,
shared, “Todd County can indeed be proud of the individuals selected for the 2017 Todd County Schools’
Hall of Fame.” He reminds all the goal of the Hall of Fame is “to recognize alumni and staff of the Todd
County High Schools who have made significant achievements in their chosen fields or professional
services and made noteworthy contributions to society on a local, national or international level. The
recognition of alumni who have become outstanding citizens will provide current students with positive
role models in their own lives.” The plaques honoring these five individuals will be displayed with the
honorees inducted last year in the foyer area of Todd County Central High School.
~ Article by Carolyn L. Wells
March 20, 2018
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“Don’t let your learning lead to knowledge. Let your learning lead to action.”
~ Jim Rohn

F ORMER LADY REBEL JAYDE ROBINSON WINS SERVICE AWARD
M ARCH 9, 2018 BY SCOTT BROWN

PIC VIA RIO GRANDE UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS

JAYDE ROBINSON, A SOPHOMORE BASKETBALL P LAYER AT BRESCIA UNIVERSITY,
HONORED RECENTLY (BU P HOTO)
“A former Todd County Central Lady Rebel has received one of the top service awards from the River
States Conference. Brescia University basketball player Jayde Robinson was named to the RSC Women’s
Basketball Champions of Character Team, which has one player chosen from each school who best
represents the NAIA Champions of Character core values of respect, responsibility, integrity, servant
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leadership and sportsmanship. The All-RSC teams were voted on and nominated by the 13 head coaches
in the conference. Robinson is a sophomore at Brescia following a standout career at Todd County Central.
Robinson averaged 6.8 points and 4.1 rebounds for the Bearcats this season.”
Article and Photos via http://www.yoursportsedge.com/2018/03/09/former-lady-rebel-robinson-winsservice-award/

MULLINGS – “AN UNBROKEN RECORD”

Angela Payne-Starnes

Born July 4, 1939, George Spencer Vecsey, an American non-fiction writer and sports columnist, is
the son of two journalists and a graduate of Hofstra College. Vecsey, who has written six national
best-selling books, is noted for one entitled “Stan Musial: An American Life” and “Coal Miner’s
Daughter.” Obviously the two non-fiction books focus on two well-known personalities, Stan Musial,
who made his name in baseball, and Loretta Lynn, the beloved country music celebrity. Vecsey
provided for us this very appropriate quote that fits the sport of track and field perfectly – “All our
lives are enriched by the leadership and excellence and confidence of female athletes.” One of those
track and field former stars whose name is familiar to many Todd Countians is the name of Angela
“Angel” Payne-Starnes, a 1980 graduate of Todd County Central High School who attended TCCHS
from 1976 until her graduation in 1980. Those who recognize Angela’s name will immediately recall
Angela “made her name” not only as an outstanding student at Todd Central but also as an athlete
in the field of track at her beloved alma mater.
When we reflect a few more minutes about who Angela is, we will recall Angela is the daughter of
the late Lonnie Payne and his wife Brenda Nolin Payne Chastain; she is also the wife of Al Starnes,
Director of Pupil Personnel at Crittenden County School District and recently retired football coach
at Crittenden County High School. The Starnes are the parents of one daughter, Lonna, who also
teaches and coaches track and field in McCracken County. Interestingly, Angela’s husband was the
winningest football coach in Crittenden County High School’s history. What sets Angela apart in
track and field is the fact Angela excelled in track and is described as a “stellar track athlete” who
won seven state titles for the Lady Rebels and set the 1A state record in the 100-meter dash at the
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1980 Kentucky track meet, a track record still standing 38 years later. Also of interest is the fact that
during her sophomore year at TC, Angela won the 440-yard dash, and she also anchored the 4x100
relay team, earning for the Lady Rebels a first-place finish. As a junior in 1979, Angela won one of
two-consecutive state titles in the 400-yard dash, and she also again achieved a win in the 4x100
relay. As a senior during the 1979-1980 school year, she won the 200-meter dash in a time of 25.90;
she also repeated as a winner of the 400-meter race with a time of 58.30, and she set the state record
in the 100-meter dash in 12.20, a record still standing 38 years later. Those stats helped Todd
Central repeat as 1A state runner-up that same year.
What is also remarkable about Angela is the fact that following high school graduation, she earned
a four-year track scholarship to attend Murray State University, and following graduation from
Murray, she began her career as an elementary physical education teacher with the Crittenden
County School System in Marion, Kentucky. Obviously, with a love for athletics along with track and
field, Angela has nurtured that passion for sports and has served as Crittenden County High School’s
track and field coach for the past 27 years. Interestingly as well, Angela became the first female
athletic director for Crittenden County, again a worthy accomplishment for any educator. What is
also noteworthy for Angela is the fact she has been selected as a KHSAA (Kentucky High School
Athletic Association) Hall of Fame Inductee for the Class of 2018. That recognition, which is slated
for April 21, 2018 in Lexington, will see Angela join 12 other 2018 inductees who will be honored
as high school coaches, officials, administrators, athletes, or contributors. Also significant is that
Angela will join a very elite group of 469 KHSAA honorees, this class of inductees being the 31 st one
to be recognized. This group of 2018 honorees will also be recognized during the semifinals of the
2018 KHSAA’s Boys’ Sweet 16.
As a part of Angela’s nomination application for the KHSAA Hall of Fame, Rob Jones, former TCCHS
head football coach from 1977 until 1979, former TC head girls’ track coach, and a coach for 20
years prior to entering administration, penned, “Of all the young people I have coached, Angela was
the best person, the hardest worker, and the most coachable of them all.” Noting that he had seen
many players with natural talent, he added, “Angel ran above hers. Even as a sophomore, she
became a leader through her effort and her performance. The other girls looked up to her because
they saw what she was putting into our team.” Clearly, those words express the superb talents this
former TCCHS athlete possessed and still represents. Still a marathon runner who began running
when she was nine years old, Angela also was recently selected as the 2017 Class A Boys’ Track and
Field Coach of the Year, receiving this recognition via the All-Area I Kentucky Track and CrossCountry Coaches’ Association. She also was named to the Marion-Crittenden County Athletics Hall
of Fame, an honor she recently described as “being very humbling.”
Named an outstanding TC athlete and serving as the recreation leader for the TCCHS Spanish Club
in 1979, Angela is remembered as a student at TCCHS who exemplified excellence. Angela is also
remembered for her quiet smile and her politeness; former Coach Jones shared in the 1970’s he was
new to coaching track and also to coaching girls. He added during practice one chilly day he recalled
the girls asked him for tissues. Not understanding their need, he explained Angela approached him,
smiled politely, and said matter-of-factly, “Coach Jones, we girls need tissues to wipe our little noses
when it’s cold out.” Bob Yehling, a former track and field coach at Crittenden who learned from
Starnes and who now leads the cross-country program at one of the top schools in California, shared,
“I would say that you could put her with any high school program in the country, and she would
make it better. This is not hyperbole; it is fact because I have been around enough to know.” Angela,
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we applaud your continued representation of the ideals you first displayed 38 years ago as a senior
at TCCHS! We also congratulate you on your many accomplishments, and we wish you continued
success as you soon begin your retirement from teaching and coaching!
~ Article by Carolyn L. Wells

MATTHEW THOMAS HIGHTOWER , TCCHS CLASS OF 2006, JOINS UK’S
MUSIC DEPARTMENT IN FALL OF 2018

Photo via Dr. Matthew Thomas Hightower

Mullings – “Dr. Matt Hightower Joins UK’s Staff”
Born on April 25, 1917 in Newport News, Virginia, one of the most recognizable names in the field
of music has to be that of the late Ella Jane Fitzgerald. Those who know more about Ms. Fitzgerald
will share she received many awards including several Grammy Awards, Kennedy Center Honors,
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, and a George Peabody Medal in 1983. Known as the First Lady
of Song, Ms. Fitzgerald, who died in Beverly Hills, California in 1996, penned this very appropriate
reminder for anyone from a small community. Her quote, “It isn’t where you came from, it’s where
you’re going that counts,” serves as a very fitting reminder that those who leave an impact on our
world emerge from the many small towns and communities that dot our state and nation. One of
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those individuals who lived his childhood and teen years in Todd County, Kentucky is a 2006
graduate of Todd County Central High School. That individual, Dr. Matthew Thomas Hightower, is a
young man who accepted the challenges set before him, embraced his talents as a musician, and
excelled in an academic area that has been a part of his life for many years. Matt, the son of Anthony
and Susan Hightower of Guthrie, entered life on March 25, 1988. As many are aware, Matt’s father
is a well-known local musician who graduated from TCCHS in 1975.
Upon graduation from Todd Central, Matt headed off to college at Murray State, and in 2010, Matt
earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education. Following that initial degree, Matt continued his
education and earned a Master of Music in 2012 followed by his Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA) in
2014. Those degrees have led to Matt’s studying music performance at Indiana University in
Bloomington, to his studying tuba at The University of Texas at Austin, and to his serving as an
assistant professor of music at Texas A&M University in Kingsville, Texas. As though those
distinctions are not enough, Matt will head off to Lexington, Kentucky later this year and begin work
there as the new Assistant Professor of Tuba/Euphonium at the University of
Kentucky. Interestingly, Matt will become the third person to hold that title since 1960;
interestingly as well, his position was the first of its kind as UK had the very first full-time
tuba/euphonium instructor position in the country. Obviously, most of us love music even though
we may not know the music jargon; however, most of us are familiar with the musical instrument
dubbed with the name “tuba.” For those not familiar with the word “euphonium,” that term is one
referring to a “large, conical-bore, baritone-voiced brass instrument” deriving its name from a Greek
word meaning “well-sounding” or “sweet-voiced.” Because of the unusual name of the instrument,
it is often referred to simply as an “eupho” or “euph.”
Married to his wife Samantha, also a musician and teacher originally from Murray, Kentucky, Matt’s
many accomplishments include his performances encompassing a wide range of chamber,
orchestral, and solo music spanning three continents and nine countries. Matt has also been a
prizewinner and finalist in international solo competitions including the Leonard Falcone Tuba
Artist Competition and various International Tuba/Euphonium Association competitions. His
recent solo recitals include ones at Baylor University, the University of Louisiana at Monroe, the
2017 South Central Regional Tuba/Euphonium Conference, and The United States Army Band
Tuba/Euphonium Workshop in Arlington, Virginia. Matt also serves as a tubist with the Corpus
Christi Brass Quintet, and he is also a founding member of the Atlas Tuba Quartet. Other distinctions
include performances with the Bloomington Camerata Orchestra, The Columbus (Indiana)
Symphony, The Evansville Philharmonic, The Iceland Symphony Orchestra, The Jackson Symphony,
and David Baker’s 20th Century BeBop Band. Aside from those accomplishments, Matt is an awardwinning composer, and in 2010 Matt was named the winner of the KMEA Intercollegiate
Composition Contest. Of note is many of Matt’s arrangements and original works are published
through Potenza Music and Absolute Brass Publishing.
Obviously, with the many achievements Matt has completed, those who know Matt and attended
school with Matt will share his diverse talents. Noting that Matt earning his doctorate in music at
such a young age is so rare, David Carmichael, music educator at Todd County Middle School and a
graduate of Murray State, Austin Peay, and WKU, messaged, “Dr. Skip Gray has been a long-standing
member of the UK’s band program and one of the primary reasons their school has been able to
recruit the caliber of players they have. Matt’s being chosen to replace him shows not only the
university’s confidence in Matt, but it also shows the prestige Matt has earned in his field.” Mrs.
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Courtney Greenfield Calvert, another TCCHS graduate of 2006 and a former music educator, shared,
“Matt is a very determined, hardworking, and compassionate teacher and mentor as well as an
exceptional musician and composer.” Commenting she and Matt attended the Governor’s School
for the Arts in 2004, she added, “Matt has been a goal-oriented musician and performer since his
middle school years in band. He was always achieving at a very high level, and his future students
will be very blessed to have him as their professor.”
Yes, it is quite obvious that even though our high school is a small one, many graduates have exited
the doors of TCCHS and have made, and are making, major impacts on the lives of those around
them. Matt, we are indeed very proud that you are pursuing your love for music and your love for
teaching others about a subject that indeed brings smiles to almost everyone on a daily basis. We
wish for you, your family, your new university, and your many students of your future the very best
as you soon return to Kentucky and continue impacting the lives of those you will soon know. We
are indeed honored that Dr. Matt Hightower will take on the challenges of his new job at the
University of Kentucky this fall, and we feel rather assured that Ella Fitzgerald’s quote will stand
true as Matt takes the experiences of his past and uses them to make his and his many students’
futures the very best they can be!
~ Article by Carolyn L. Wells
April 23, 2018

WE HOPE YOUR CHRISTMAS 2018, NEW YEAR’S, AND 2019 WILL SEE MANY BLESSED
OCCASIONS FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY AND LOVED ONES!

LORILEE THOMPSON RAGER, TCCHS CLASS OF 2001, RECEIVES THE
PRESTIGIOUS ALUMNI AWARD FROM APSU
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Both pics are via Facebook.
We are honored to share that Lorilee Thompson Rager received the very first “Mann Distinguished
Alumni Award” from Austin Peay State University. This award, which was presented to Lorilee on April
25, 2018, was the very first one added to the “Wall of Legacy” at the new Art + Design Building at APSU.
Austin Peay’s Art + Design Department was given the task of awarding a noteworthy alum the honor of
Distinguished Alumni. The department chose Lorilee as an alum whose accomplishments in design are
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outstanding. Lorilee was recognized at the annual awards reception that accompanied the Student Juried
Exhibition at APSU. We wish you continued success!

THE TCCHS SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED BY THE TCCHS ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION AND SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORTERS WILL BE SENT TO ALL
TCCHS SENIORS IN THE NEAR FUTURE! WE HAVE WORKED
DILIGENTLY TO MAKE CERTAIN THE INSTRUCTIONS ARE EASILY
UNDERSTOOD !
“Every child deserves a champion - An adult who will never give up on them, who understands
the power of connection, and insists that they become the best they can possibly be.
~ Rita F. Pearson

WE CONGRATULATE DR. DAWAYNE KIRKMAN ON HIS RECENTLY
COMPLETING HIS DOCTORATE IN EDUCATION !
Mullings – “Thanks, Educators!”
A 16-year-old Pakistani student, Malala Yousafzi, now a resident of the United Kingdom, penned this
very insightful quote worthy of noting –“One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can change the
world.” The young lady, who also won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014, definitely understands the
importance of an educator in the lives of his or her students. As most folks may know, the National
Education Association (NEA) traditionally honors educators during November each year with the
observance of American Education Week, this year’s event celebrated from November 12 through
November 16. Again, as most folks also realize from past or present experiences, educators do impact the
lives of those a part of their classrooms and schools on a daily basis.
Dr. Jason Meriwether, a 1997 graduate of Todd County Central High School who now serves as Vicepresident of Student Success at Rhode Island College and has earned his doctorate in educational
leadership, shared in recent days on Facebook, “Today I spoke at the ‘AdMission Accomplished!’ event
at our School of Education to welcome Rhode Island’s future teachers and to announce two new
scholarships that I created for the school!” In addressing the young soon-to-be educators at the event,
Jason shared with the future teachers assembled at RIC how several local educators impacted his life as a
former Todd Countian and as a former student at TCCHS and in the Todd County School
District. Acknowledging their assistance with scholarship applications, with modeling fairness to all
students regardless of abilities or race, with encouraging participation in the Educational
Talent Search Program, and with fostering writing skills, Jason added, “I extend thanks to my teachers
who helped shape me.”
Yes, teachers definitely mold those a part of their classrooms and school venues. Consider educators who
take of their own time and of their own money to make their classes a warm and inviting haven. Anyone
who walks down the halls or into the classrooms of our school district will immediately note
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the ‘cozy’ environment found in so many rooms across our county. Dr. Dawayne Kirkman, another
TCCHS graduate who earned his doctorate in education in October and who currently serves as
the Director of Student Affairs and Chief Judicial Officer at Sinclair Community College in
Ohio, messaged, “All of my teachers have fingerprints on my life, and I will be forever thankful and
indebted to them.” Lynette Blake Swinney, another TCCHS graduate who makes her home in Todd
County, posed a few days ago pics from a scrapbook. The scrapbook page she posted highlighted an event
of her elementary years. Lynette’s teacher had asked her students to select a pen pal from another state.
Lynette chose hers, a young lady from Ohio, and has maintained that relationship for over 45 years.
Yes, Malala’s words – “one child, one teacher, one pen” – are indeed proven to be a very wise statement.
Again, the class project begun by an educator impacted the lives of her students for many, many years.
Chris W. Sweeney, a 1988 TCCHs graduate who now lives in Bowling Green and works at
the National Corvette
Museum, recently commented
to
Lana Kim
White
Austin about
her adoptive parents, former Todd County educators Jim and Betsy White, “Your mom and dad have
helped influence many young folks over many years. In fact for me it didn't just end at Elkton Elementary
School.” Explaining in his first year of marriage that his wife and he lived across the street
from Lana’s parents in Bowling Green, Chris elaborated, “I hadn't been in a classroom or a radio booth
with them in years, but they went out of their way to look after us and invite us over for dinner and
advice.” He concluded his post with this reminder of the impact educators have on those who have crossed
their educational paths in life, “That meant the world to us and was a sense of pride for me that
my seventh grade teacher would still be caring for my needs as an adult.” Yes, the impact of educators
has no limits on the length of time their lives intersect with and impact their former and current students.
Please know I will be the first to acknowledge that, sadly, some educators fall short of the benchmarks
that so many other educators surpass. Noting in his email that great teachers can and do make a
difference, Mr. Ed Oyler, Todd County Schools' Superintendent, emailed, “Second only to parents,
teachers are the most important part of a child’s education. Parents entrust us as educators with their
children daily, and as educators we need to hold each student to high standards and hold ourselves
accountable to high standards as well, giving our students 110%.” I will add a personal thanks to those
educators of my past who left and continue to leave an indelible mark on not only my life but the lives of
so many they instructed. Several of those former educators still live in the area, and I take this opportunity
to thank those who shaped this person’s life in so many ways. Educators, I offer ‘thanks’ to each one of
you whose talents are used daily to enrich and nurture the lives of the youth of our community! I applaud
your talents and your love of education!
~ Article by Carolyn L. Wells
November 20, 2018

CONGRATULATIONS , TODD MANSFIELD, NEWLY SWORN IN JUDGEEXECUTIVE OF TODD COUNTY
TODD, A 1987 GRADUATE OF TCCHS, WAS SWORN IN BY JUDGE TYLER GILL, A 1976 TCCHS
GRAD, ON JUNE 18, 2018
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Pic is via Facebook.
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THE TCCHS CLASS OF 1978 HOLDS ITS 40TH-YEAR REUNION
ON O CTOBER 20, 2018
AT THE M ILLIKEN M EMORIAL COMMUNITY H OUSE

THE TCCHS CLASS OF 1968 HELD ITS 50 TH-YEAR REUNION
ON O CTOBER 22, 2018
AT THE TRENTON COMMUNITY CENTER
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ARTHUR GREEN, FORMER AGRICULTURE TEACHER AND FFA SPONSOR,
RECEIVES RECOGNITION FROM “TEACHERS CHANGE LIVES.”
MR. GREEN WAS ALSO RECENTLY ELECTED MAYOR OF ELKTON, KY.
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Pic is via Facebook.
Retired Todd County Central High School agriculture teacher and Future Farmers of America leader
Arthur Green was recently presented with the 2018 Agriculture Teachers Change Lives Award at the
89th Kentucky FFA Convention. Mr. Green, who retired in 2006, completed 33 years at Todd Central. He
shared in a recent interview, “The largest honor of the award is that former students feel I have had an
impact on their lives.” He also commented, “I have seen many of those students go on to successful lives
and careers that cover the spectrum of society.” A well-known proponent of education and educators, Mr.
Green is also a firm believer FFA is still a very important organization to schools and young people. He
believes strongly the organization provides students leadership skills to achieve in whatever endeavors
they pursue. Mr. Green has served several terms as Kentucky FFA Alumni president and also in past years
served as Todd County Judge-Executive for four years following his retirement from Todd Central. Most
also know Mr. Green is very active with the retired teachers’ association and Elkton Baptist Church.
Congratulations, Mr. Green, the honor bestowed upon you is definitely well-deserved!
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Pictured above are Kelly Shanks Downs and Billy Bingham (Picture is via Facebook.)
On Wednesday, April 25, 2018, Kelly Shanks Downs, TCCHS Class of 2011, was recognized on
Administrative Professionals Day. Kelly, who is USB’s Board Secretary and Loan Assistant at its Main
Branch in Elkton, joined the USB team in 2015 and is the voice heard on radio commercials with USB’s
slogan. Kelly also provides the warm and pleasant smile when someone walks into the main branch office
and assists customers with loan questions. As secretary, Kelly prepares and maintains everything for the
USB board’s meetings. Kelly is pictured with Billy Bingham, TCCHS Class of 1983.

THE TCCHS CLASS OF 1998 HELD ITS 20 TH-YEAR REUNION

First Row L to R - Amanda Housley Francis, Amy Carroll Frogue, Mandy Petrie, April Oliver Glenn,
Melissa Hurt Reding, Elaina Bailey Higgins, Donnita Joly Wilson, Crystal Sisco, Wendy K. Johnson, Tina
Rigsby Venable. 2nd Row - Brandon Stokes, Theresa Frazier Bronough, Shalonda Dickerson, Martina
Gardner Quarles, Kelly Penick Robinson, Wendy Threlkel Longworth, Jason Taylor, Jennifer Case
Strader, Barrett Brown, Kyle Kemp, Michael Oliver, Michael Holman, Jeremy Long. 3rd Row - Joey
Tabor, Jason Wilson, Brandon McIntosh, Gary Michael Templeman, Brian Dossett, Ean Haby
Picture Via Facebook
“CELEBRATING OUR PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE”
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THE TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFERS YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS FOR $10.00.
WE ALSO HAVE AVAILABLE LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS FOR $200.00 THE
MEMBERSHIPS YOU PROVIDE SUPPORT OUR EFFORTS TO FUND TWO $750.00
SCHOLARSHIPS THE TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFERS. YOUR
PURCHASING OF THE ITEMS WE OFFER FOR SALE ALSO HELPS US REACH
THAT MAGIC NUMBER OF $1500.00. PLEASE REMEMBER THE YEARLY
MEMBERSHIPS MUST BE RENEWED ANNUALLY. EITHER EMAILS OR
FACEBOOK REMINDERS ARE PROVIDED DURING THE MONTH SOMEONE
JOINS THE ASSOCIATION. WE TRY HARD TO HELP ALUMNI REMEMBER TO
MAIL IN THOSE YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS! IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A
DONATION TO THE SCHOLARSHIP EFFORT, PLEASE SEND IT TO JOYCE
DARBY, TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION TREASURER, P. O. BOX 611, ELKTON, KY
42220.

THE TCCHS ALUMNI ASS OCIATION ENDS CALEND AR YEAR 2018
SUCCESSFULLY! WE HAVE GAINED SEVERAL NEW LIFETIME
MEMBERS IN 2018, AND WE ARE SO VERY APPRECIATIVE OF THE
VOTE OF CONFIDENCE T HOSE ‘LIFETIME’ MEMBERS HAVE IN
OUR EFFORTS! WE ALSO APPRECIATE THE CONT INUED
SUPPORT PROVIDED BY THOSE WHO ARE FINANCING THE
SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED THROUGH THE ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION!
“CELEBRATING OUR PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE”
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Approved Mission Statement of the
TCCHS Alumni Association
“THE TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
REACHES OUT, CONNECTS, AND
CELEBRATES ITS ALUMNI AND
FRIENDS, EMBRACING THE PRESENT
WHILE LOOKING TO ITS FUTURE TO
BUILD LIFELONG RELATIONSHIPS AND
SUPPORT OF TODD COUNTY CENTRAL
HIGH SCHOOL.”

We are still missing contact info
on the Classes of 1986 and 2000.
If you are members of those
classes, please email your contact
info to us at tcchsaa@gmail.com.
Please also share our request with
as many folks as possible so we
can meet our goal of having
contact info on all graduates and
classes of TCCHS.

“With the new day comes new strength and new thoughts.”
~ Eleanor Roosevelt

ALLI KEARNS, A 2018 TODD CENTRAL GRADUATE, RECEIVES AN AIR
FORCE ACADEMY APPOINTMENT

Photo via WHOP

Alli Kearns, a 2018 Todd County Central High School graduate, has received an appointment to the United
States Air Force Academy. Congressman James Comer issued a statement recently announcing her
recommendation to the prestigious Academy, “It’s my pleasure to recommend Alli to the United States
Air Force Academy. She showcases every value necessary to be successful at the Academy. I know she
will represent her family, community and all of the First District with honor.” Kearns will be a member
of the Class of 2022 at the Air Force Academy.
“CELEBRATING OUR PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE”
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DORIS KELLY, 2018 HERITAGE BANK SCHOLARSHIP
HONOREE
We offer our congratulations to Mrs. Doris Kelly, the 2018 Heritage Bank Scholarship Honoree. Each
year since 2004 Heritage Bank has provided scholarships to seniors scattered throughout their banking
area. In addition to recognizing seniors at each school in the area, the bank also recognizes educators or
former educators who have made an impact on the lives of their students and their communities. This year
Mrs. Kelly was recognized at the annual scholarship banquet held on April 9 at the James Bruce
Convention Center in Hopkinsville. TCCHS students recognized this year include Hannah Stewart and
James Van Frogue. Mrs. Kelly, the former Doris Martin, is also a graduate of TCCHS and taught art in
the Todd County School System for several years prior to her retirement. Ms. Kelly also assisted with the
publication of T Is for Todd County and contributed artwork for the alphabet book, a fundraiser for
Historic Todd County, Inc. as it works to raise monies to rehabilitate the second floor of the 1835 Todd
County Courthouse.

TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 2018-2019 OFFICERS
Elected as officers for the 2018-2019 year on June 19, 2018 include Jeremy Long (Class of 1998) as
president; Linda Stokes Fritz (Class of 1966) as vice-president; Joyce Wright Darby (Class of 1972) as
treasurer; and Carolyn L. Wells (Class of 1968) as secretary. Other directors for the association include
Charlotte Morrow (Class of 1968), Sue Frederick Neeble (Class of 1969), and Anna Jo Moore
Parmley (Class of 1966). Two other non-voting directors include Deatrik Kinney (TCCHS principal)
and David Carmichael (TCMS principal). These officers/directors have as their goal the adopted mission
statement of the association – “The TCCHS Alumni Association reaches out, connects, and celebrates its
alumni and friends, embracing the present while looking to its future to build lifelong relationships and
“CELEBRATING OUR PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE”
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support of Todd County Central High School.” The association is indeed thankful that these ‘friends’ of
TCCHS have agreed to work diligently to promote the activities and goals of the association.
“Change is the end result of all true learning.”
~ Leo Buscaglia

TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP EFFORT SUMMARY –
2014 THROUGH 2018
At the conclusion of the 2013-2014 school year, on May 30, 2014, the TCCHS Alumni Association
honored five Class of 2014 seniors with the first TCCHS Alumni Association Scholarships totaling
$7500.00. At the conclusion of the next school year, on May 29, 2015, the TCCHS Alumni Association
presented $8300.00 in scholarships to eight members of the Class of 2015. At the conclusion of the 2016
school year, on May 11, 2016, members of the TCCHS Alumni Association awarded $9350.00, an
increase of 25% from the 2014 monies, to nine students of the Class of 2016. At the Awards Ceremony
on Thursday evening, May 11, 2017, representatives of the association awarded to 12 members of the
Class of 2017 $11,350.00 in scholarship monies, an increase of 50% from the 2014 scholarship totals. At
the awards’ recognition event for the Class of 2018, a total of $14,750.00 was provided in scholarships to
that class. The efforts of the first five years of the TCCHS Alumni Association have garnered a total of
$51,150.00 in monies awarded to worthy students exiting the doors of TCCHS. That figure, one
representing a marked monetary and student increase each year, is the result of the generosity of Todd
Countians and TCCHS alumni who are committed to returning financially to their alma mater and its
alumni.
“Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does.”
~ William James

TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFERS GIFTS GALORE
The TCCHS Alumni Association has available mugs and blank post cards for the ‘feeder’ schools that
became TCCHS in 1963. We are also offering to the public post-card sized magnets featuring many of the
former schools a part of Todd County’s history. Mugs are priced at $10.00 with the post cards and magnets
priced at $5.00. We still have bricks featuring the former Todd County High School or Elkton Elementary
School that preceded Todd County Middle School and TCCHS. The bricks sell for $25.00 and make
excellent keepsakes for those who have everything.
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Mullings – TCCHS Alumni Association Provides $14,750 in Locally Funded
Scholarships
$14,750! Most folks would more than likely smile to have a check presented to them in the amount of
$2000, $1000, $750, $600, $500, or $400. Those figures reflect the latest scholarship amounts the TCCHS
Alumni Association provided to members of the TCCHS Class of 2018 on Tuesday evening, May 15,
2018! With 15 “locally grown” scholarships handed out, 13 members of the 2018 class exited the TCCHS
gymnasium much richer than when they entered. Expressing her awe and gratitude for the support
provided by the community and former citizens of Todd County, Linda Stokes Fritz, vice-president of the
association and chair of the scholarship selection committee, messaged, “The association is so very
thankful to all the many individuals who have reached deeply into their checkbooks and into their wallets
and provided the monies to finance this unbelievable number and amount of scholarships.” Darlene
Groves, co-sponsor with her daughter-in-law, Mrs. Tiffany Groves, of two of the three newest
scholarships, the Sharon Patterson Shemwell Memorial Music/Art Scholarships, echoed the
sentiments of those who have worked diligently to provide the monies necessary to fund that incredible
total. Darlene, a retired educator with an art and music background, emailed, “As owners of ‘Something
Special,’ Tiffany and I wanted to honor the former owner of ‘Something Special,’ and a dear friend as
well, in such a memorable way, and we know Sharon and her family are so very pleased the beloved
Sharon is being remembered in such an impactful way.”
At the conclusion of the 2014 school year, on May 30, 2014, the TCCHS Alumni Association honored
five Class of 2014 seniors with the first TCCHS Alumni Association Scholarships totaling $7500. At the
conclusion of the next school year, on May 29, 2015, the TCCHS Alumni Association presented $8300 in
scholarships to eight members of the Class of 2015. At the end of the 2015-2016 school year, on May 11,
2016, members of the association awarded $9350, an increase of 25% from the 2014 monies, to nine
students of the Class of 2016. At the Awards Ceremony on Thursday evening, May 11, 2017, reps of the
association awarded to 12 members of the Class of 2017 $11,350 in scholarship monies, an increase of
50% from the 2014 scholarship totals. The efforts of the first five years of the TCCHS Alumni Association
have now garnered a total of $51,150 in monies awarded to worthy students exiting the doors of TCCHS.
That figure, one representing a marked monetary and student increase each year, is the spin-off of the
generosity of Todd Countians, former Todd Countians, TCCHS alumni, and friends of TCCHS who are
committed to returning financially to their beloved alma mater and its alumni and our community.
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Those who received scholarships this past Tuesday evening included Haven Walton and Megan Haley,
two new grads who received the Tom and Rowena Everett Memorial Academic and Technical
Scholarships in the amount of $2000 each. The Everetts, well-known educators and a former preacher,
believed strongly in education and provided to the alumni association prior to the death of Mrs. Rowena
Everett in 2014 the monies necessary to fund these two scholarships for several years. Van Frogue and
Landon Rager were the recipients of the TCCHS Alumni Association Scholarships in the amount of
$750 each. These two scholarships are made possible through the on-going fundraising efforts of the
association. To ‘make the money’ for these two scholarships, officers and directors have ‘peddled’ their
wares including the sale of TCCHS prints, polo shirts, school mugs and cards from the feeder schools that
consolidated into TCCHS, bricks from the former Todd County Middle School and Todd County/Elkton
High School, silicone bands, and alumni association memberships, both those for yearly memberships
along with lifetime memberships. Those fundraising efforts have seen members of the association at
several public events and at TCCHS ballgames since its formation in May 2013.
Sponsored by the family and friends of the late Jeffery Wayne Farmer, the Jeffery Wayne Farmer
Memorial Scholarship in the amount of $600 was awarded to Dharma Paulman. In talking with Carolyn
Farmer, Jeff’s mother and a beloved Todd Countian, Carolyn stressed her family and Jeff’s many friends
are so pleased to be able to assist a new graduate as he or she exits high school and heads off to college.
Since 2014, the family of the late Gary Strader, a young man killed shortly after graduation in a farming
accident, has provided the Gary Strader Memorial Agriculture Scholarship in the amount of $500.
This year the recipient of Gary’s award was Kaitlin Hamlet. The daughter of the late Alton Greenfield,
Mrs. Ruth Greenfield Elliot of Hopkinsville has provided for the past two years the Alton Greenfield
Memorial Academic Scholarship in the amount of $500. This year’s recipient of that award, one
honoring a well-known educator in Todd County, was Wyatt Paul Wells. The TCCHS Alumni
Accounting and Business Scholarship, one of several scholarships funded anonymously and one with a
specified subject major, was awarded to Megan Haley. Megan, who will pursue a degree in business,
received this scholarship in the amount of $1000.
Linda Stokes Fritz, sister of the late Howard Ray Stokes and also a retired educator, has provided the
Howard Ray Stokes Memorial Academic Scholarship in the amount of $500 for the past two years.
This year’s recipient of that scholarship was Lindy Ann Knuckles. Several years ago a resident of Todd
County reached out to the alumni association and stated his/her family’s desire to sponsor anonymously
the TCCHS Alumni Association Memorial Academic or Technical Scholarships. In recent months
the family contacted the association again and stated their desires to double their previous two $1000
scholarships to $2000. The recipients of those two scholarships for 2018 in the amount of $2000 each
were Alli Kearns and Hannah Stewart. As some may recall, Alli, only one of two TCCHS grads the past
20 years to do so, recently received a full scholarship and appointment to the United States Air Force
Academy in Colorado. The Sharon Patterson Shemwell Memorial Music/Art Scholarships, each in
the amount of $500, were awarded to Amaya Leavell and Kaitlin Hamlet, two young ladies who are known
for their musical talents and who also were former performers in recent “TCCHS Showcases.” Those two
scholarships, ones funded by the efforts of the owners of “Something Special” through donations and the
sale of the “Sharon’s Sweet Tea” candles, were also two of the three new scholarships provided this
academic year.
Lana Kim White Austin, a former Todd Countian and a well-known published author, educator, and the
adopted daughter of two former Todd County educators, asked to honor Carolyn Wells, her former honors
and AP English teacher, with the establishment of the Carolyn Wells Writing Scholarship. Because of
the generosity of Lana Kim and another anonymous contributor, this year’s third new scholarship was in
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the amount of $400. In conversations with Lana Kim, Lana has stressed she has wanted to give back to
her alma mater and her community through the creation of this scholarship. The first winner of that writing
scholarship for 2018 was Felicia Weimer. The Carolyn L. Wells Academic and Leadership
Scholarship, created and sponsored by a 34-year veteran of the English Department at TCCHS, was
awarded to Sara Powell. This scholarship in the amount of $750, one established several years ago, places
emphasis on a senior who displays both academic excellence along with strong leadership skills.
Noting the scholarships are geared toward both the technical area as well as the academic area, Jeremy
Long, president of the TCCHS Alumni Association and a 1998 graduate of TCCHS, commented, “The
TCCHS Alumni Association is so very honored to be able to provide these scholarships to worthy
graduates. We know well that furthering education is an expensive goal, and we are so thankful we can
provide a monetary boost to ease that burden as graduates look to their futures.” Directors of the
association also express their gratitude to Mr. Ed Oyler, newly selected Todd County Schools’
Superintendent, who has been very supportive of the goals and efforts of the association. Linda Fritz also
encourages anyone in the community or former Todd Countians to reach out to association members if
someone has a desire to assist with our scholarship efforts or wants to establish a scholarship in the future
or assist with the work of the organization. Adding we have to ‘make our money’ yearly, Linda shared,
“If you happen to see us at TCCHS ballgames or out in the community, please stop by and chat with us.
We are very receptive to new ideas for fundraising and for the establishment of additional scholarships
and the promotion of our organization, and we will work with those who wish to help us reach our motto
of ‘celebrating our past, present, and future’ as well as our promoting TCCHS.”
~Carolyn L. Wells
May 22, 2018

RYAN CRAIG NAMED AS NEW “KENTUCKY KERNEL”
ADVISER
By Sydney Momeyer
June 27, 2018
Article in Its Entirety from the kentucky kernel at http://www.kykernel.com. Used with Permission.

Advice comes best from those advisers with the most experience, and UK’s Kentucky Kernel sought to
find the best adviser for the newspaper.
After a six-week search, Ryan Craig has been named as the Kentucky Kernel’s adviser. The information
was announced on June 27.
“It’s a great honor,” Craig said. “It is one of the premier journalism schools in the country and the Kernel
has been and will continue to be a shining light for journalism in Kentucky. I’m very proud of it, and I’m
looking forward to being able to help the students.”
Kentucky Kernel Board Chairman Duane Bonifer and the Kernel board recommended that outgoing dean
of the College of Communications and Information, Dr. Dan O’Hair, name Tom Caudill as the search
committee’s chairman. Caudill is also a retired managing editor from the Lexington Herald-Leader.
O’Hair then put a search committee together to find a new adviser for the independent, student-run
newspaper.

“CELEBRATING OUR PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE”

24

The search committee’s members also included Kernel Editor-in-Chief Bailey Vandiver, Associate
Journalism Professor Scoobie Ryan, Assistant Journalism Professor David Stephenson and the Lexington
Herald-Leader’s Editorial Page Editor Vanessa Gallman.
“It was a unanimous decision,” Caudill said. “We studied the applicants carefully and we interviewed
them, some on the phone and others in person. We were really pleased with the overall quality of the
applicants and delighted, really, with the response to the job being open. We had a number of people who
would have been good at the job.”
According to Caudill, there were 42 applicants for the position as the new Kentucky Kernel adviser.
Among those 42, Craig had particular qualities that the search committee was keen on.
“Ryan has a solid background in news reporting and editing,” Caudill said. “But he also has a background
in media management and ownership. The combination of all those things, we think, is really important
for somebody who is going to be both advising the Kernel staff and in managing the business of the
Kentucky Kernel.”
Craig, husband of Jennifer and father of their four children-- Owen, 13; John, 10; Summer, 7; and Sparrow,
6-- graduated from Western Kentucky University in 1996 with a Bachelor of Arts in History. He then
returned to WKU and in 1999 received a Bachelor of Arts in Public Relations.
Not only has Craig worked at multiple daily newspapers, but he has been a long-time editor, publisher and
owner of the Todd County Standard since 2005, a weekly newspaper in Elkton, Kentucky.
“He has proven himself to be a top-notch journalist in addition to being the publisher and the owner of
that paper,” Caudill said.
The Todd County Standard has won 207 Kentucky Press Association Awards for their merits and ability
as a small, weekly newspaper to hit such important stories.
“He is someone who is well known in the newspaper industry around Kentucky,” Caudill said. “He has
contacts that could be valuable for the students.”
As of right now, Craig is in the process of selling the Todd County Standard, owned by him and his family.
“I began looking for other opportunities, but I still technically own the newspaper,” Craig said. “It is in
the process of being sold, but I came across the advising position as I was looking for other opportunities
and was very excited about it.”
As for the College of Communications and Information as a whole, which houses many of the Kentucky
Kernel’s writers, O’Hair is hopeful for the future of the college and the newspaper.
“I think [Craig] is going to be an outstanding addition to an already award-winning newspaper,” O’Hair
said. “We are happy to welcome him to the UK family.”
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This picture was created during work on
“T Is for Todd County.” It features a
typewriter used at TCCHS along with an
‘old-school’ grade card used for many
years in the Todd County School
District! This pic is now a canvas print.
Note as well the yearbook Ethos of the
former Todd County High School.
~ Art by Carolyn L. Wells

“Believe in yourself! Have faith in your abilities! Without a humble but reasonable confidence in
your own powers you cannot be successful or happy.”
~ Norman Vincent Peale

T IS FOR TODD COUNTY P UBLISHED WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF M ANY TCCHS
ALUMNI
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Quite a few TCCHS alumni assisted with the publication of “T Is for Todd County” through their efforts
with art, sponsorships, writing, marketing, sales, editing, and publicity. The effort, one introduced to
Historic Todd County, Inc.’s Board of Directors by Laura Brock, Elkton City Clerk/Treasurer and a
TCCHS graduate, is geared at raising money to rehabilitate the second floor of the 1835 Courthouse. The
combined effort of this fundraiser has helped HTC garner more funds for a possible grant in the near
future. Since the first 1000 books sold, HTC ordered another 500 copies with a 2018 copyright. The books
sell for $20 locally and $25 online. They make excellent gifts for all occasions.
“If people did not do silly things, nothing intelligent would ever get done.”
~ Ludwig Wittgenstein

WE

REALIZE

THIS

REMEMBER TO

IS

A

CONTINUAL

RENEW YOUR YEARLY

REMINDER;

HOWEVER,

MEMBERSHIPS.

AN

PLEASE

EMAIL OR

FACEBOOK REMINDER IS SENT EACH MONTH TO FOLKS WHO HAVE JOINED
DURING THAT MONTH OR IN PAST YEARS. WE HOPE YOU WILL CHOOSE TO
RENEW YOUR $10.00 YEARLY MEMBERSHIP, OR YOU MAY ALSO CHOOSE TO
BECOME A LIFETIME MEMBER. THAT ONE-TIME MEMBERSHIP IS $200.00.
PLEASE KNOW MEMBERSHIP DUES PROVIDE THE MONEY WE NEED TO
FINANCE OUR SCHOLARSHIPS!
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“Don’t be afraid to give up the good to go for the great.”
~ John D. Rockefeller

“YESTERYEAR”
A DISCUSSION OF “YESTERYEAR” IN “T IS FOR TODD COUNTY” FOCUSES ON THE
EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS A PART OF OUR HISTORY. ONE EXCERPT FROM THE
ALPHABET/COFFEE TABLE BOOK READS – “ YESTERYEAR – WE HAVE ALL AT
MOMENTS THOUGHT OF ‘DAYS GONE BY’ AND EXPRESSED OUR DESIRES FOR
FORMER

TIMES.

PERHAPS

THAT

LONGING

ORIGINATES

BECAUSE

OF

OUR

‘YEARNING’ FOR THE DAYS OF ‘YESTERYEAR.’ WHEN WE THINK OF OUR PAST, WE
DEFINITELY MUST PONDER THE ROLE EDUCATION HAS PLAYED.”

“Education: the path from cocky ignorance to miserable uncertainty.”
~ Mark Twain
WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO WISH EACH ONE OF YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND HOLIDAY SEASON 2018. WE ENCOURAGE ANY OF
YOU WHO HAVE AN INTEREST IN OUR WORK TO ATTEND OUR MEETINGS AND
BECOME MORE INVOLVED WITH THE ASSOCIATION. WE MEET MONTHLY
(EXCEPT DECEMBER), AND OUR MEETINGS TYPICALLY LAST ABOUT AN HOUR.
WE ALSO TAKE THIS MEANS TO EXPRESS OUR GRATITUDE TO THE MANY
ALUMNI AND FRIENDS OF TCCHS WHO ARE WILLING TO TACKLE THE MANY
PROJECTS WE ARE INVOLVED WITH IN OUR EFFORTS TO PROMOTE TCCHS, ITS
STUDENTS, AND ITS MANY GRADUATES! ENJOY 2019 DAILY!

PLEASE ‘LIKE’ US ON FACEBOOK. A LINK TO OUR FACEBOOK PAGE IS
HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/TCCHSALUMNIASSOCIATION/?REF=BOOKMARKS.
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TCCHS graduates are farmers, business owners, administrative assistants, secretaries, accountants,
bookkeepers, doctors, nurses, nurse practitioners, architects, surgeons, engineers, artists, seamstresses,
musicians, entrepreneurs, teachers, farm workers, electricians, welders, technicians, repair persons,
plumbers, construction workers, beauticians, dentists, contractors, builders, photographers, chiropractors,
professors, politicians, lawyers, judges, designers, computer technicians, show business professionals,
dental hygienists, communication specialists, speech therapists, physical therapists, military leaders and
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servicemen, mechanics, clerical assistants, web designers, and journalists. Many other professions could be
added! That is an impressive list!

“When a teacher calls a boy by his entire name, it means trouble.”
~ Mark Twain

2018 TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION IN RECENT
MONTHS
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Determining a slate of officers/directors and directors-at-large for 2018-2019
Continuation of membership drives and presence at several TCCHS athletic events
Updating of the website for the association – www.tcchsalumni.org
Monthly meetings held the third Tuesday of each month from January through November in the
media center at TCCHS
Addition of links to the alumni association on several local websites
Continued public relations via newspapers, emails, Facebook, alumni website, class reunions, and
email newsletter
Maintaining and updating of an Excel spreadsheet with names and contact info on all but two of
TCCHS’s graduating classes
Continued sales of past yearbooks digitized
Promotion of fund-raising activities, continued membership drive, and sale of various alumni items
Continuation of a memorial brick, mug, print, and card sale for the former Todd County / Elkton
High School and the feeder schools of TCCHS with proceeds earmarked for the scholarship effort
Awarding TCCHS Alumni Association Scholarships totaling $14,350.00 to twelve members of
the Class of 2018
“Marriage can wait, education cannot.”
~ Khaled Hosseini

WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU ATTEND ONE OF OUR
MEETINGS! WE MEET THE THIRD TUESDAY OF EACH
MONTH (EXCEPT DECEMBER) IN THE MEDIA CENTER AT
TCCHS. WE BEGIN AT 4:00 PM AND TYPICALLY END OUR
MEETINGS IN AN HOUR! WE HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON!
“When the student is ready, the master appears.”
~ Buddhist Proverb

THE ASSOCIATION EXPRESSES THANKS TO
Ryan Craig and the Todd County Standard, Lawrence and Barbara Strader; Lucian and Lori Moore; An
Anonymous Donor of Two $2000 Scholarships; Wayne and Carolyn Miller Farmer; Mrs. Ruth Greenfield
Elliott; Mrs. Dolly Stokes Rawlins and Bill and Linda Stokes Fritz; the late Mr. and Mrs. T. D. Everett;
Jeremy Long; Joyce Darby; Sue Neeble; Charlotte Morrow; Anna Jo Parmley; Tilley Warren; “Something
Special” Owners and Staff; Mitzi Page, Owner of “Purple Daizi” and Her Staff; Paisalie Case, Owner of
“Prim and Proper,” the Todd County Library and Staff; Charlotte and Bart Myers; and Susan Cumbee of
Quality Office Products.
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WE HAVE BLANK CARDS TO SHOWCASE ‘FEEDER SCHOOLS’
INTO TCCHS. THESE INCLUDE TODD TRAINING, GUTHRIE,
CLIFTY, TRENTON, ALLEGRE, AND SHARON GROVE. CARDS
ARE AVAILABLE AT “THE PURPLE DAIZI” AND AT
“SOMETHING SPECIAL” IN ELKTON. WE EXPRESS OUR
THANKS TO THE OWNERS AND EMPLOYEES OF BOTH
BUSINESSES FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT.
OUR CONDOLENCES
Several alumni have passed away during 2018! We express to those families our condolences as they
adjust to changes in their lives.
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION S CHOLARSHIPS OFFERED TO
GRADUATES OF THE CLA SS OF 2019
We ask you share information with our scholarships with all you know. We want the Class of 2018 to be
aware of the financial opportunities available to them. The scholarship applications will all soon be
available online at http://tcchsalumni.org/forms/. Please note that to make the scholarship application
process less difficult, those who apply are asked to complete one application and check off the scholarships
of interest to them. In order to simplify the process, applicants must make certain to meet all the
requirements for each scholarship he/she is interested in; the main difference in the scholarships is the
number of letters of recommendation required. Be sure to note those as you decide on the scholarships.
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Tom and Rowena Everett Memorial Scholarships (2)
Jeffery Wayne Farmer Memorial Scholarship
Gary Strader Memorial Agriculture Scholarship
Todd County Central High School Alumni Association Scholarships (2)
Todd County Central High School Alumni Association Memorial Academic or Technical
Scholarship (2) (These two scholarships are in memory of a TCCHS graduate.)
Howard Ray Stokes Memorial Academic Scholarship
Albert Greenfield Memorial Academic Scholarship
Todd County Central High School Accounting and Business Scholarship
Sharon Patterson Shemwell Memorial Music Scholarship (1 st Offered in 2018)
Todd County Archery Scholarship (To Be Offered Through the TCCHS Alumni Association in
2019)
Carolyn Wells Writing Scholarship (1 st Offered in 2018)
Carolyn L. Wells Academic and Leadership Scholarship (This scholarship will be chosen from
those who apply for the other scholarships or from a selection of a capable student who
demonstrates academic and leadership excellence.)
“Learning is a treasure that will follow its owner everywhere.”
~ Chinese Proverb

TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIAT ION DVD’S STILL AVAILABLE
The association continues to have available for purchase two different DVD’s. One DVD consists
of JPEG files reflective of the history of TCCHS during its first half-century with special emphasis on the
first year. These JPEG files are grouped in several folders on the DVD. A second DVD has just been
completed that showcases the students, faculty and staff, and first 50-year history of TCCHS. This DVD
includes photos spanning the 1963-1964 school year through 2014. This second DVD is formatted to run
as a movie in DVD players. Both of these DVD’s sell for $20.00. We also have several DVD’s left of the
2015 TCCHS Showcase that honored the late Sharon Shemwell. This DVD also sells for $20.00. If you
would like to purchase one of these, please drop us a message via our contact form at
http://tcchsalumni.org. Proceeds will help fund our scholarship fund.
Please remember too that the TCCHS yearbooks from 1964 through this past year are also
available for purchase with proceeds being shared with the Todd County Public Library and the TCCHS
Library. These DVD’s, and CD’s if space permits, sell for $30.00. We have sold a few of these, and we
are hopeful other folks who have missing yearbooks will choose this route to bring back many fond high
school memories. Again, drop us a message if you are interested.
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“Tell me and I’ll forget; show me and I may remember; involve me and I’ll understand.”
~ Chinese Proverb

TCCHS YEARBOOKS DIGITIZED
In a combined effort with the Todd County Public Library, the TCCHS Library, and the TCCHS
Alumni Association, all TCCHS yearbooks, except those of very recent years, are now digitized. The
effort was begun with a request from OCI (Oklahoma Correctional Institute) to have access to the paper
copy of the yearbooks of TCCHS. The company was sent five yearbooks to determine what the finished
product would look like, and the Todd County Library was very pleased with the results. Because the
Library did not have all the yearbooks, Cathy Cavanah, former media specialist at TCCHS, and Carolyn
Wells supplied the missing years. The yearbook JPEG files, which are 300 DPI (dots per inch), are now
available to the public with the proceeds from the sale of the digitized yearbooks being split between the
three groups – the Todd County Public Library, the TCCHS library, and the TCCHS Alumni Association.
A digitized yearbook will sell for $30.00 with the JPEG files being mailed on a CD. If you are interested
in ordering these, you may also send a request to Carolyn L. Wells at tcchsaa.gmail.com.
“Teachers open the door, but you must enter by yourself.”
~ Chinese Proverb

CONSIDER BECOMING A LIFETIME MEMBER OF THE
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION! EMAIL AND FACEBOOK REMINDERS
ARE BEING SENT OUT MONTHLY TO THOSE WHO HAVE
JOINED THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION IN THE PAST.

“We wish all a very successful end to 2018!”
WE ALSO EXTEND BEST WISHES TO THE CLASS OF 2019!
DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUT THE AVAILABLE
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES TO BE PROVIDED VIA
EMAIL TO CLASS MEMBERS.
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TCCHS Alumni Association Alumni Questionnaire
For many years students in my English classes at TCCHS would sometimes comment, “No one ever attended Todd
Central who made a mark on the outside world.” Since the founding of the TCCHS Alumni Association in May
2013, one of the association’s foremost goals has been to showcase alumni of TCCHS. In order to achieve that goal,
we need your assistance in publishing information that is informative and accurate.
If you would consider being showcased in our alumni newsletter and/or other media, please complete the following
questions and return them to Carolyn L. Wells at carolynlwells@bellsouth.net or at 150 Georgetown Circle, Elkton,
KY 42220. Also, please attach a JPEG photo that we can use. Obviously, we cannot showcase everyone; however,
we hope to ‘spread the word’ about TC alumni in the months and years ahead.
•

Full Name (Maiden if Applicable) and Year of Graduation

___________________________________________________________________________________________
•

College(s), Technical School(s), and/or Post-Secondary Education

___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
•

Profession(s) After TCCHS

___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
•

What do you remember best about TCCHS?

___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
•

Did any class or teacher make a deep impression on you? Please explain.

___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
•

What makes you proud to be a TCCHS graduate?

___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

•

What do you consider to be your greatest achievement?

___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
The directors of the TCCHS Alumni Association appreciate your assistance with this project. Please share our
request for information with friends and relatives you know who will help us reach our goal of informing others
about the many alumni who have exited the doors of TCCHS and have made many contributions to our world.
Please remember to check our website at https://www.tcchsalumni.org for updated information and photos of the
members and work of the association! We have just now reached our first year of existence, and we are very excited
that we have already made a very positive impact on our community!
~Carolyn L. Wells, Secretary of TCCHS Alumni Association
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Todd County Central High School Alumni Association Membership Form
Please print and complete one form per member.
The TCCHS Alumni Association meets the third Tuesday of each month (excluding December) at 4:00 PM in the media center
at TCCHS. We invite you to attend at any opportunity. We also encourage you to check out our website at
http://www.tcchsalumni.org. Since the association is working under the umbrella of the recently founded Todd County School
District Foundation for Excellence in Public Education, Inc., the alumni association has tax-exempt status, thus making
donations to our organization tax deductible. As a perk to membership in the association, members with email addresses will
be emailed an alumni association newsletter. We thank you for printing your own membership form(s); that allows us to use
our funds wisely.
Alumni’s Name __________________________________________________________________________ Class of ________________
Friend of Alumni Association’s Name ________________________________________________________________________________
Maiden Name if Applicable ________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________________________ State Abbreviation _________________ Zip ________________
Home Phone Including Area Code ____________________________________________________________________
Cell Phone Including Area Code ______________________________________________________________________
Personal Email (Please print.) ______________________________________________________________________________
We ask that you assist us by maintaining a current mailing address so that a master spreadsheet of all TCCHS alumni may be
maintained. Even if you do not desire membership at this time, please email your current mailing info and your year of graduation
(and maiden name if applicable) to tcchsaa@gmail.com. This information will be shared with those planning reunions for different
TC classes.
Membership Fees:
• $10.00 Yearly Per Person (Amount Enclosed) __________________________ Check #________________
•
$200.00 Lifetime Membership Per Person (Amount Enclosed) __________________________ Check #________________
Scholarship Donation: (Amount Enclosed) __________________________ Check #________________
Please make check payable to TCCHSAA. Thank you.
Please mail to –
TCCHS Alumni Association
P. O. Box 611
Elkton, KY 42220

Please check as applicable.
______ Renewal of Yearly Membership

I would like to aid the TCCHSAA by
____ Serving on a committee.
____ Becoming an officer or director.
____ Assisting with an event.
____ Other (Please explain below.)

______ First-Time Member

Cut and Detach Here Please for Your Records
For your records, a receipt for 2015-2016 TCCHSAA Membership:
Date____________________________ Amount _________________ Check #___________
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Mailed to or Received by ____________________________________________________________________
Thanks for your support of the TCCHS Alumni Association. Please be sure to add a stamp and your mailing address if you use the
self-addressed envelope below.

TCCHS Alumni Association
P. O. Box 611
Elkton, KY 42220
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