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WE CONGRATULATE SEVERAL FORMER STUDENTS WHO WERE RECENTLY
RECOGNIZED IN THE “HOMETOWN TEAMS” LOCAL DISPLAY THAT WAS IN THE
TODD COUNTY WELCOME CENTER FROM OCTOBER 7 THROUGH NOVEMBER 11. MR.
HAROLD ROSS, A MEMBER OF THE FIRST TCCHS FACULTY OF 1963 UNTIL HIS
RETIREMENT, SPOKE IN OCTOBER, AND JOEY HENDERSON, A TCCHS GRADUATE
WHO IS NOW SUPERINTENDENT OF MAYFIELD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT,
SPOKE ON NOVEMBER 11. THEIR SPEECHES CENTERED ON THE IMPACT SPORTS
HAVE HAD ON THEIR LIVES.

JOE HENDERSON RETURNS TO HIS HOME COUNTY AS A “HOMETOWN TEAMS”
GUEST SPEAKER
When the Smithsonian Institution’s “Hometown Teams” Exhibit was first planned in 2015, one of the
names of “Hometown Heroes” that emerged from conversations and recommendations concerning former
athletes who have made an impact on their communities following their success as athletes in earlier years
was Joe Henderson, a member of the TCCHS Class of 1989. Joe, who now serves as Mayfield Independent
School District’s Superintendent of Schools, spoke this past Saturday to mark the end of
the traveling exhibit that has been a part of the 1835 Courthouse since October 7. The son
of Lucy and Andy Anderson and the grandson of Ms. Katherine Perdue of the Trenton area, Joe returned
once more to his home community to address the impact that sports have had on his life.
Voted “Most Athletic” his senior year, a quarterback and member of the WKU Football All-Stars, a fouryear basketball player, a four-year baseball player, and president of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes,
Joe, who was called a “Man for All Seasons” in his senior yearbook, first earned a bachelor’s degree in
physical education and health at Western. A Master of Arts in School Administration from Murray
State University followed, and a Rank I in the area of Superintendent/DPP/Instructional Supervisor was
earned in 2007. In 2001, Joe became a physical education and health instructor in the Mayfield
Independent School District. That role also included his becoming an assistant football coach. In recent
years, Joe has served as principal of Mayfield Middle School, and in 2008, he became Assistant
Superintendent and Director of Instructional Programs. On July 1, 2015, Joe began his new role as
superintendent of his school district’s education program, a school district that has as its motto “Every
Child, Every Chance, Every Day.”
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On the homepage of Mayfield Independent School District’s website, Joe provides those he serves this
reminder – “We exist to serve the educational needs of the children living within our community and to
prepare them to be college and career ready. I consider myself fortunate to be a member of this community
and to lead such a quality educational organization.” In his remarks to those gathered Saturday at the
Welcome Center, Joe emphasized the essence of that motto. In discussing leaving TCCHS and heading
off to Western for college, Joe stated he did not earn his bachelor’s degree in a short period of four or five
years. Instead, he left college for a period of time, entered the work force, and then decided he wanted
‘more’ for his life. Returning to WKU, he completed his bachelor’s degree in 1996. His reminder to those
in attendance is that we do not always know exactly the route we want in life, and for young folks reading
this, it is imperative that a person ‘know’ what he or she wants before heading off on that adult role as
provider for self and future families.
Joe also stressed in his speech the need for commitment, hard work, discipline, and leadership. He stated,
“I don’t like to lose; however, that’s a part of being an athlete.” He went on to add the most important
point in winning or losing is in knowing how to lose. In discussing leadership, another characteristic
gained from athletics, Joe also shared the importance of learning from those who provided for him and
coached him, naming in particular his mother; his step-father; his grandmother; Fred Harper, his
former basketball coach at TCCHS; Larry Gilbert, his former football coach; and the late Butch Gilbert,
father of Larry Gilbert. He told the group in attendance that everyone is not geared for college; however,
everyone needs a skill, and that is a concept stressed daily in the Mayfield Independent School District.
Another key point Joe highlighted was the idea of the “team,” a word he stressed did not contain an “I” in
it and a word very fitting for the concept of the Kentucky Humanities’ “Hometown Teams” Exhibit, one
traveling through our state courtesy of the Smithsonian Institution. Joe remarked he uses that concept daily
in his leadership role as head of the Mayfield School System. He also made it a point to reiterate the skills
he relies upon daily in his job culminate in what he learned through athletics. Married to a guidance
counselor and the father of two daughters, Joe stated he was honored to return to his home community
and share what impact athletics has had on his life. He also mentioned that without sports and his desire
to pursue his education and his career as an educator and coach that he probably would not have met his
wife and eventually build his family with his wife and two young daughters, one now a student at
WKU and the other one a 13-year old who enjoys hunting with her father.
~ Article by Carolyn L. Wells
November 15, 2017
WE HOPE YOUR CHRISTMAS, NEW YEAR’S, AND 2018 WILL SEE MANY BLESSED
OCCASIONS FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY AND LOVED ONES!

ALWAYS AN EDUCATOR
For those who assembled at the Todd County Courthouse Welcome Center on Saturday afternoon, October
21, 2017, Mr. Harold Ross, a former educator, administrator, and coach, provided additional life lessons
to those present that would definitely behoove folks of all ages to add to their inventory of valuable
information, especially information that would benefit those who are younger. Mr. Ross, a member of the
1958 University of Kentucky Championship Team, shared with those gathered the impact that
sports have had on his life, both as a college player and also as an educator. Dressed in his beloved TCCHS
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“red,” Mr. Ross spoke as a part of the Kentucky Humanities’ “Hometown Teams” Exhibit that has been
at the Welcome Center since Saturday, October 7, 2017, the same date as HarvestFest 2017.
In speaking to the group, Mr. Ross explained he was one of eight children, his father working as a
custodian in two schools, with Mr. Ross having the responsibility of assisting his father in completing
his father’s work requirements caring for two schools. His high school coach at Hickman High School in
Fulton County noted Mr. Ross’s basketball playing skills and asked Mr. Ross’s father to allow his son to
play. Obviously, that coach and principal encouraged Mr. Ross to pursue basketball past the high school
level. Mr. Ross added one day the coach approached him and said Adolph Rupp wanted to speak with him
via a telephone. Mr. Ross, explaining that Fulton County did not have access to the CourierJournal, added with a chuckle he did not even know who Adolph Rupp was. Following a phone
conversation with Coach Rupp and a later visit from Rupp’s assistant Harry Lancaster, Mr. Ross headed
to the University of Kentucky as one of the freshmen recruits for UK. Mr. Ross explained when he arrived
at UK he discovered he was not one of four freshmen recruits but one of 14, and he shared if
Western Kentucky or Murray had had a scholarship available, he would have headed to one of those other
colleges.
Always a teacher, Mr. Ross also jokingly explained to his former student and colleague the recent article
I had written contained an error. He stated the nickname “Fiddlin’ Five” resulted because of Mr. Rupp’s
explaining to the 1958 team that they were not ‘violinists’ like the UK team of 1954 that ended the season
with a 25-0 record, adding that team’s season was extraordinary even though they did not compete in the
NCAA tournament. Instead, the 1958 team was one Rupp felt better fit the analogy of being ‘fiddlers’
rather than ‘violinists.’ He also shared the photo that accompanied the recent article had Mr. Ross playing
with the number 80 on it, again elaborating that “Kentucky” had been erroneously spelled “Kentuckty”
on the jersey. Again, with laughter, Mr. Ross stated he really did not understand why they had not tossed
the jersey instead of using it again, noting he was one of two players who wore the jersey with the
misspelled college name on its front. He also shared with those present during practice one day he was
shooting free throws, and Coach Rupp sent one of his assistants out with a rather crisp message, “Quit the
whistling; you are not here on a music scholarship.”
Mr. Ross also shared with those gathered the importance of sports in education, explaining that sports kept
him in school, remarking he had to maintain good grades in order to play sports. When he was hired in
Todd County and arrived here and began his teaching and coaching career, he explained he was hired as
both a basketball coach and baseball coach without any assistants, the latter a sport he had never played or
seen played. During one particular baseball game the team had a big lead, and Mr. Ross opted to pull key
players out of the game. Adding the other team started ‘catching up,’ he decided to put those key players
back into the game. However, his players, who knew the sport much more than he did, informed him that
once they had been pulled they could not return to the game.
Commenting about sports in the Todd County School System, he stated, “A school without sports would
not be much of a school; sports play an important part in the morale of a school.” Expressing his
appreciation to those present, he added that he and Ms. Nadine, his beloved wife, had enjoyed their 59
years in Todd County. Chuckling, he added he hoped they would continue to enjoy many more as well.
Mrs. Charlotte Myers, Welcome Center Director, encourages everyone to take some time prior to the end
of day on November 11 to stop by the Welcome Center and view not only the Smithsonian Institution’s
Exhibit but the local exhibit as well which features quite a few displays showcasing former players
and sports memorabilia, many of those sports’ items and players from former schools in Todd County.
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~ Article by Carolyn L. Wells
November 1, 2017

THE TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFERS YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS FOR $10.00.
WE ALSO HAVE AVAILABLE LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS FOR $200.00 THE
MEMBERSHIPS YOU PROVIDE SUPPORT OUR EFFORTS TO FUND TWO $750.00
SCHOLARSHIPS THE TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFERS. YOUR
PURCHASING OF THE ITEMS WE OFFER FOR SALE ALSO HELPS US REACH
THAT MAGIC NUMBER OF $1500.00. PLEASE REMEMBER THE YEARLY
MEMBERSHIPS MUST BE RENEWED ANNUALLY. EITHER EMAILS OR
FACEBOOK REMINDERS ARE PROVIDED DURING THE MONTH SOMEONE
JOINS THE ASSOCIATION. WE TRY HARD TO HELP ALUMNI REMEMBER TO

MAIL IN THOSE YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS!

THE TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ENDS CALENDAR YEAR 2017
SUCCESSFULLY! WE HAVE GAINED SEVERAL NEW LIFETIME
MEMBERS IN 2017, AND WE ARE SO VERY APPRECIATIVE OF THE
VOTE OF CONFIDENCE THOSE ‘LIFETIME’ MEMBERS HAVE IN
OUR EFFORTS! WE ALSO APPRECIATE THE CONTINUED
SUPPORT PROVIDED BY THOSE WHO ARE FINANCING THE
SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED THROUGH THE ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION!
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Approved Mission Statement of the
TCCHS Alumni Association
“THE TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
REACHES OUT, CONNECTS, AND
CELEBRATES ITS ALUMNI AND
FRIENDS, EMBRACING THE PRESENT
WHILE LOOKING TO ITS FUTURE TO
BUILD LIFELONG RELATIONSHIPS AND
SUPPORT OF TODD COUNTY CENTRAL
HIGH SCHOOL.”

We are still missing contact info
on the Classes of 1986 and 2000.
If you are members of those
classes, please email your contact
info to us at tcchsaa@gmail.com.
Please also share our request with
as many folks as possible so we
can meet our goal of having
contact info on all graduates and
classes of TCCHS.

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. Intelligence
plus character - that is the goal of true education.”
~ Martin Luther King, Jr.

TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 2017-2018 OFFICERS
Elected as officers for the 2017-2018 year include Jeremy Long (Class of 1998) as president, Linda
Stokes Fritz (Class of 1966) as vice-president, Joyce Wright Darby (Class of 1972) as treasurer, and
Carolyn L. Wells (Class of 1968) as secretary. Other directors for the association include Charlotte
Morrow (Class of 1968), Sue Frederick Neeble (Class of 1969), and Ann Henderson Gardner (Class
of 1965). Two other non-voting directors include Jennifer Sullivan Pope (TCCHS principal) and Les
Broady (TCMS principal). These officers/directors have as their goal the adopted mission statement of
the association – “The TCCHS Alumni Association reaches out, connects, and celebrates its alumni and
friends, embracing the present while looking to its future to build lifelong relationships and support
of Todd County Central High School.” The association is indeed thankful that these ‘friends’ of TCCHS
have agreed to work diligently to promote the activities and goals of the association.
“Change is the end result of all true learning.”
~ Leo Buscaglia

TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP EFFORT SUMMARY –
2014 THROUGH 2017
At the conclusion of the 2013-2014 school year, on May 30, 2014, the TCCHS Alumni Association
honored five Class of 2014 seniors with the first TCCHS Alumni Association Scholarships totaling
$7500.00. At the conclusion of the next school year, on May 29, 2015, the TCCHS Alumni Association
presented $8300.00 in scholarships to eight members of the Class of 2015. At the conclusion of last year’s
school year, on May 11, 2016, members of the TCCHS Alumni Association awarded $9350.00, an
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increase of 25% from the 2014 monies, to nine students of the Class of 2016. At the Awards Ceremony
on Thursday evening, May 11, 2017, representatives of the association awarded to 12 members of the
Class of 2017 $11,350.00 in scholarship monies, an increase of 50% from the 2014 scholarship totals. The
efforts of the first four years of the TCCHS Alumni Association have garnered a total of $36,500.00 in
monies awarded to worthy students exiting the doors of TCCHS. That figure, one representing a marked
monetary and student increase each year, is the result of the generosity of Todd Countians and TCCHS
alumni who are committed to returning financially to their alma mater and its alumni.
“Energy and persistence conquer all things.”
~ Benjamin Franklin
.

TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFERS GIFTS GALORE
The TCCHS Alumni Association has available mugs and blank post cards for the ‘feeder’ schools that
became TCCHS in 1963. This year we are also offering to the public post-card sized magnets featuring
many of the former schools a part of Todd County’s history. Mugs are priced at $10.00 with the post cards
and magnets priced at $5.00. We also have available red and gray leis (various prices) that can be used as
lanyards and several key chains ($10.00) featuring pics connected to TCCHS. We still have bricks that
feature the former Todd County High School or Elkton Elementary School that preceded Todd County
Middle School and TCCHS. The bricks sell for $25.00 and make excellent keepsakes for those who have
everything.
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The Imprints of Educators!
Understandably, most all of us hold many unique memories of school days and many special events that
occurred during those typically unforgettable days of our lives. I recall as a youngster ‘dressing up’
and walking to Elkton Elementary for a special musical program held one winter night in the school
auditorium. (Please note Mom accompanied my brothers and me.) I recall as well sitting in a class at
Elkton idly playing with an ink pen and having eventually to be scooted off to Mr. Harold Ross, physical
education teacher and designated ‘first aid’ provider, to have an ink pen spring removed from my finger.
I also recall his cautioning my older brother to make certain I had a tetanus shot to prevent any problems
from the injury. Those memories, ones from several decades ago, surfaced the other morning as I
was reading a post on Facebook. Shared by Steve Haley, formerly of Guthrie and now of Springfield, the
post entitled “Teacher Lady” by Sean Dietrich brought a renewed respect for educators as Dietrich
described at length one of his most memorable teachers.
Spotting the former teacher in a grocery, Dietrich recalled as he skillfully painted his ‘word picture’ of her,
“She couldn’t possibly remember me. I was the quiet man in the rear of her speech class. I was one of her
adult community-college students who lurked in the back rows.” In continuing his ‘portrait’ of her, he
added she was “a woman who blends into crowds. She wears plain clothes, non-flashy hair.” Retelling his
encounter with the teacher, Dietrich included a description of one of his peers in the class, one he
was later paired with for a final class project. He and the other man, who had a very noticeable stutter,
delivered their end-of-class speeches on the subject of parents with Dietrich noting when his friend
finished his speech, the ‘teacher lady’ “clapped for him, applauding so hard she almost broke her wrist.
The class gave Gary a standing ovation. His face turned the color of a Venus Eagle
cherry.” Remarking they both received A pluses, he stated, “If you could only see her with your eyes
closed, you’d see a monument. She’s a woman who changes lives. A woman with more power over souls
than any politician will ever bear. If you ask me, she is one of the saviors of our world. She’s a teacher.”
Jim Reed, another former Todd Countian who now makes his home in Russellville, painted as
well another word picture of an earlier time in his life and of a beloved teacher at Elkton Elementary who
made a lasting impact upon the lives of her students. That teacher, the late Ms. Gertrude Latham Lucas,
was one beloved by her students, devoting 51 years to education. In telling of Christmas pasts from his
childhood, Jim, in his usual skillful manner, takes us back to Ms. Lucas’s classroom of December 1954.
In his verbal picture of that Christmas, Jim relates, “This morning when we arrived at our classroom, there
was a live cedar Christmas tree sitting in the corner behind Ms. Lucas's desk.” Adding more details
to entwine his reader into the story, Jim relates the students’ being asked to decorate the
tree, remarking that most of their decorations were at the lower branches since they were all so short. He
also penned, “Finally, the last day of class before Christmas, Ms. Lucas asked us to see if we had a present
under the tree. As we all searched through the presents, of course, everyone had one.” Opening their gifts,
someone asked Ms. Lucas who had given them. She just said, "‘I guess we will never know! It's Christmas
magic!’" Jim ends his story with one of the beauties of our memories – “Sometimes little memories, and
little gifts, are the best!”
I would be negligent if I did not include a description of and an appreciation for two former math teachers,
one at TCCHS and the other at Elkton Elementary. The high school teacher, Mrs. Barbara
Kimbrough (Longhurst) Cannon, taught for several years in Todd County before she became an educator
in the Clarksville-Montgomery County School System, first teaching there, and later serving as a
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guidance counselor, until her retirement in the late 2000’s. When I take a few minutes and ponder Mrs.
Cannon’s talents as a math instructor, I also have to compliment the late Mr. Leslie Hardison, a beloved
math teacher at Elkton Elementary. Mr. Hardison, in his typical teaching manner, prepped eighth grade
students on the basics of algebra. Once at TCCHS and enrolled in Algebra I, many students, myself
included, accepted the challenge and rigors of algebra with tremendous ease. Algebra I was a ‘breeze’ as
Mrs. (Longhurst) Cannon enthusiastically embraced the teaching of her subject. As she did so, she worked
her mathematical magic on the ‘green boards’ a part of our classroom. When extra instruction and
clarification were needed to make our understanding easier, “Ms. Barbara” stretched her thinking and
found ‘new’ ways to help us fathom the concepts of algebra. Those of our class who accepted the challenge
of Algebra II were even more amazed at “Ms. Barbara’s” ability to help us ‘decipher’ the mathematical
equations placed in front of us to solve.
Thinking about the first two stories, one told by someone from another part of the world and the other one
told by a former Todd Countian who has traveled to many parts of the world, we are reminded those who
have the responsibilities of teaching and leading our next generation of Todd Countians and future adults
of the world indeed have a profound responsibility we should never take for granted. We so often fail to
realize those who teach and lead are there when students excel, when students need words of
encouragement or support, when they need incentives to ‘spur them on’ to completing some goal, and
when they succeed in whatever task they are asked to accomplish. Yes, those achievements are often ones
that may seem rather easy to us, or perhaps, on the other hand, they may be ones that we cannot fathom
how anyone was able to succeed. Regardless of the decades we recall, teachers are the ones who, like the
late Christa McAuliffe who lost her life on the Challenger space shuttle in 1986, remind us, “I touch the
future. I teach.” Those words are truly ones we all need to recall as we relate to and impact the young
adults, and future leaders, a part of our lives.
~ Article by Carolyn L. Wells
December 5, 2017

This picture was created during work on
“T Is for Todd County.” It features a
typewriter used at TCCHS along with an
‘old-school’ grade card used for many
years in the Todd County School
District! This pic is now a canvas print.
~ Art by Carolyn L. Wells
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Glenn Robertson's "Rebel Memories" is still a favorite of many alumni. We have a supply of these prints if someone is interested in
purchasing these. Kelvin DeBerry, a local real estate representative for Harris and Harris, has given several of these prints to the
alumni association! Talk with us if you are interested in purchasing one.

Members of the Class of 1977 had
‘fun’ at their class reunion held in
September
at
the
Guthrie
Transportation Museum. The night
event saw much laughter as classmates
reconnected! Classmates are ‘friends
forever!’
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The TCCHS Class of 1977 held their reunion at the Guthrie Transportation Museum. The venue provided a beautiful setting for
one night of the class's two-night reunion.
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TCCHS Class of 1987 Celebrates with Classmates

Liberty Hall was the setting for the Class of 1982's Reunion. The historic home provided a beautiful location for members of that
class. Much laughter and renewed friendships occurred at the reunion! A couple of former educators also attended for a short time
the night of the reunion!
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The TCCHS Class of 1982 celebrated their reunion locally. Fun was had by all.

Ah, Reunions!
Admired for his love of the common man, the beloved British poet William Wordsworth penned these
words – “The child is father of the man.” Those who know me realize I am a strong proponent of the value
of education, the love of Todd County and TCCHS, and, most importantly, the freedom we enjoy to
worship God. I am also a firm believer in the thoughts expressed in such a simple statement as
Wordsworth’s assertion is. When we ponder for a few minutes the transformation that occurs in the life
of an individual, we can fully realize quite often the youngster we know becomes the young adult we
later see, and, of course, the older adult we eventually recognize and become. I had the honor this past
weekend to be a guest of the TCCHS Class of 1982 at their reunion, a young group of individuals who
exited the doors of TCCHS 35 years ago.
Obviously, I was humbled by the invitation to attend their gathering, and I was also appreciative of their
willingness to have me promote both the TCCHS Alumni Association along with Historic Todd County,
Inc.’s efforts with “T Is for Todd County.” I was overjoyed several of the class members renewed their
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memberships in the alumni association, and the association also gained two new memberships along with
one lifetime membership. One class member who lives near Knoxville also chose to purchase a brick from
the ‘former’ Elkton Elementary. Since we offer two styles, one featuring a pic from 1939 and the other
featuring a pic from the end of the last century, the young lady stated she wanted the newer pic on the
brick since that one better portrayed her memories of her elementary years spent there. When we consider
the end result of those memberships and purchases used to provide scholarships for TCCHS grads, we
realize for many folks ‘school days’ are indeed days cherished by most members of a graduation class. We
realize, too, that many are willing to assist a ‘younger’ generation of adults.
While I addressed the class members promoting the alumni association, I watched their expressions, and
I was reminded of the former students they were. This class, like so many of their surrounding peers, did
not have the comforts of central heating and air, and this class also did not have the luxury of air
conditioning units except for a few places scattered around TC. I can chuckle as well
reflecting upon the varying aromas that drifted in from open windows and nearby farmlands in an attempt
to provide relief from the sweltering heat of the early days of the school year and the closing days as
well. I am certain many of those present Saturday night probably reflected upon the unusual sounds that
also made their ways through the open windows as teachers plied their trade and hurried about the
classroom completing their daily responsibilities.
As I chatted with many of the classmates, and while I observed them chatting with each other, I was
pleased all of them expressed pleasure in being with their peers. It was indeed fitting the class members
enjoyed their reunion at Liberty Hall, a beloved historic home built in 1835, one cherished by Mark and
Deana Martin Power and their family. The home, the earlier home of W. L. Reeves, a founder of the Green
River Academy, was the perfect setting for a group of ‘former teens’ to enjoy. You can tell from the
accompanying pic the classmates definitely relished their time together. As I reflect upon Wordsworth’s
quotation, I am reminded these once young teens have blossomed into contributing members of our
society. Though they are still not all part of Todd County, they have taken their ‘father’ and ‘mother’ years
and have entered the world as a preacher, an educator, a geologist, an artist, a civic leader, a farmer, a
businessman, a seamstress, a service coordinator, and a firefighter. Obviously, that list is not a total one;
however, these classmates have become responsible contributors to our society.
Yes, we all know Todd County is a small community; however, I will be the first to state those formative
years spent in the classrooms of our school district and those formative years spent with friends, educators,
and our community definitely formed a foundation that has witnessed the “child” become the
“father.” Expressing thanks to Deana and Mark Power for their hospitality, Anita Gibbs McClain said it
well, “Our reunion was so much fun and so relaxing. The food, Liberty Hall, and the laughter of all of the
classmates and spouses just created a perfect night.” Adding another beautiful layer to the evening was a
cake made especially for her classmates by Lucille Bryant, and another highlight of the night was the
Photo Scavenger Hunt, a fun game that illustrated ‘having fun’ does not necessitate expense. Class of
1982, I said it the other night – “You have aged well, and I wish for each one of you the very best in all
you do!”
~Carolyn L. Wells
August 2, 2017
“The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.”
~ Aristotle
“CELEBRATING OUR PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE”

13

T IS FOR TODD COUNTY PUBLISHED WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF MANY TCCHS
ALUMNI

TCCHS alumni assisted with the publication of “T Is for Todd County” through their efforts with art,
sponsorships, writing, marketing, sales, editing, and publicity. The effort, one introduced to Historic Todd
County, Inc.’s Board of Directors by Laura Brock, Elkton City Clerk/Treasurer and a TCCHS graduate,
is geared at raising money to rehabilitate the second floor of the 1835 Courthouse. The combined effort
of this fundraiser has helped HTC garner more funds for a possible grant early in 2018.
“The goal of education is not to increase the amount of knowledge but to create the possibilities for
a child to invent and discover, to create men who are capable of doing new things.”
~ Jean Piaget

WE

REALIZE

REMEMBER

THIS

TO

IS

RENEW

A

CONTINUAL
YOUR

YEARLY

REMINDER;

HOWEVER,

MEMBERSHIPS.

AN

PLEASE

EMAIL

OR

FACEBOOK REMINDER IS SENT EACH MONTH TO FOLKS WHO HAVE JOINED
DURING THAT MONTH OR IN PAST YEARS. WE HOPE YOU WILL CHOOSE TO
RENEW YOUR $10.00 YEARLY MEMBERSHIP, OR YOU MAY ALSO CHOOSE TO
BECOME A LIFETIME MEMBER. THAT ONE-TIME MEMBERSHIP IS $200.00.
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PLEASE KNOW MEMBERSHIP DUES PROVIDE THE MONEY WE NEED TO
FINANCE OUR SCHOLARSHIPS!

“The aim of education is the knowledge, not of facts, but of values.”
~ William S. Burroughs
“YESTERYEAR”
A DISCUSSION OF “YESTERYEAR” IN “T IS FOR TODD COUNTY” FOCUSES ON THE
EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS A PART OF OUR HISTORY. ONE EXCERPT FROM THE
ALPHABET/COFFEE TABLE BOOK READS – “ YESTERYEAR – WE HAVE ALL AT
MOMENTS THOUGHT OF ‘DAYS GONE BY’ AND EXPRESSED OUR DESIRES FOR
FORMER

TIMES.

PERHAPS

THAT

LONGING

ORIGINATES

BECAUSE

OF

OUR

‘YEARNING’ FOR THE DAYS OF ‘YESTERYEAR.’ WHEN WE THINK OF OUR PAST, WE
DEFINITELY MUST PONDER THE ROLE EDUCATION HAS PLAYED.”
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CONGRATULATIONS, ANGELA PAYNE STARNES
We extend our congratulations to Coach Angela Payne Starnes. Angela, who will be one of 13 individuals
inducted into the KHSAA Hall of Fame in April, has been a teacher and coach at Crittenden County High
School for 27 years. She also has served as Crittenden County’s first and only female athletic director.
What is also amazing is that Angela has also held state high school track records for 37 years. Her
accomplishments in track are remarkable. These accomplishments were highlighted in a recent article in
the Lexington Herald –
v An all-star track athlete at Todd County Central, Angela Payne-Starnes won seven state titles for
the Lady Rebels.
v Angela set the 1A state record in the 100-meter dash at the 1980 state meet – a mark which still
stands 37 years later.
v In 1978, Angela won the 440-yard dash and anchored the 4×100 relay team to a first-place finish.
v As a junior, she followed by winning the first of two-consecutive state titles in the 400-meter dash
and added another victory in the 4×100 relay.
v During the 1980 state meet, Angela won the 200-meter dash in 25.90 and repeated as the 400meter champion with a time of 58.30.
v She set the state record in the 100-meter dash in 12.20 as Todd County Central repeated as 1A
state runner-ups.
Angela earned a track scholarship to Murray State. Following graduation from Murray, she has coached
track and field at Crittenden County for the last 27 years, and she became the school’s first female athletic
director.

Angela Payne Starnes Still Holds Track Records
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“Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; teach a man to fish and you feed him for a
lifetime.”
~ Maimonides

WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO WISH EACH ONE OF YOU AND
YOUR FAMILY A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND HOLIDAY SEASON 2017.
WE ENCOURAGE ANY OF YOU WHO HAVE AN INTEREST IN OUR
WORK TO ATTEND OUR MEETINGS AND BECOME MORE INVOLVED
WITH

THE

ASSOCIATION.

WE

MEET

MONTHLY

(EXCEPT

DECEMBER), AND OUR MEETINGS TYPICALLY LAST ABOUT AN
HOUR. WE ALSO TAKE THIS MEANS TO EXPRESS OUR GRATITUDE
TO THE MANY ALUMNI AND FRIENDS OF TCCHS WHO ARE WILLING
TO TACKLE THE MANY PROJECTS WE ARE INVOLVED WITH IN OUR
EFFORTS TO PROMOTE TCCHS, ITS STUDENTS, AND ITS MANY
GRADUATES! ENJOY 2018 DAILY!
“To succeed, jump as quickly at opportunities as you do at conclusions.”
― Benjamin Franklin
PLEASE ‘LIKE’ US ON FACEBOOK. A LINK TO OUR FACEBOOK PAGE IS
HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/TCCHSALUMNIASSOCIATION/?REF=BOOKMARKS.
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TCCHS PRINT BY MRS. KIM DANIEL RAGER, TCCHS
CLASS OF 1990, OFFERED TO THE PUBLIC
PRINT SELLS FOR $20.00 WITH PROCEEDS EARMARKED FOR THE
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

“Write your injuries in dust, your benefits in marble.”
~ Benjamin Franklin
TCCHS graduates are farmers, business owners, administrative assistants, secretaries, accountants,
bookkeepers, doctors, nurses, nurse practitioners, architects, surgeons, engineers, artists, seamstresses,
musicians, entrepreneurs, teachers, farm workers, electricians, welders, technicians, repair persons,
plumbers, construction workers, beauticians, dentists, contractors, builders, photographers, chiropractors,
professors, politicians, lawyers, judges, designers, computer technicians, show business professionals,
dental hygienists, communication specialists, speech therapists, physical therapists, military leaders and
servicemen, mechanics, clerical assistants, web designers, and journalists. Many other professions could be
added! That is an impressive list!
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION IN RECENT
MONTHS
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v

Determining a slate of officers/directors and directors-at-large for 2017-2018
Continuation of membership drives and presence at several TCCHS athletic events
Updating of the website for the association – www.tcchsalumni.org
Monthly meetings held the third Tuesday of each month from January through November in the
media center at TCCHS
Addition of links to the alumni association on several local websites
Continued public relations via newspapers, emails, Facebook, alumni website, class reunions, and
email newsletter
Maintaining and updating of an Excel spreadsheet with names and contact info on all but two of
TCCHS’s graduating classes
Continued sales of past yearbooks digitized
Promotion of fund-raising activities, continued membership drive, and sale of various alumni items
Honoring the Class of 1967 at Football Homecoming 2017 with a reception in the media center
Continuation of a memorial brick, mug, print, and card sale for the former Todd County / Elkton
High School and the feeder schools of TCCHS with proceeds earmarked for the scholarship effort
Awarding TCCHS Alumni Association Scholarships totaling $11,350.00 to twelve members of
the Class of 2017
“By failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail.”
~ Benjamin Franklin

WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU ATTEND ONE OF OUR
MEETINGS! WE MEET THE THIRD TUESDAY OF EACH
MONTH (EXCEPT DECEMBER) IN THE MEDIA CENTER AT
TCCHS. WE BEGIN AT 4:00 PM AND TYPICALLY END OUR
MEETINGS IN AN HOUR! WE HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON!
“Some people die at 25 and aren't buried until 75.”
~ Benjamin Franklin

THE ASSOCIATION EXPRESSES THANKS TO
Ryan Craig and the Todd County Standard, Lawrence and Barbara Strader; Lucian and Lori Moore; An
Anonymous Donor of Two $1000 Scholarships; Wayne and Carolyn Miller Farmer; Mrs. Ruth Greenfield
Elliott; Mrs. Dolly Stokes Rawlins and Bill and Linda Stokes Fritz; the late Mr. and Mrs. T. D. Everett;
Jeremy Long; Joyce Darby; Sue Neeble; Charlotte Morrow; Ann Gardner; Tilley Warren; “Something
Special” Owners and Staff; Mitzi Page, Owner of “Purple Daizi” and Her Staff; Anna Jo Parmley; Larry
Rager; the Todd County Library and Staff; Charlotte and Bart Myers; and Susan Cumbee of Quality Office
Products.
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“Beware of little expenses. A small leak will sink a great ship.”
~ Benjamin Franklin

WE HAVE BLANK CARDS TO SHOWCASE ‘FEEDER SCHOOLS’
INTO TCCHS. THESE INCLUDE TODD TRAINING, GUTHRIE,
CLIFTY, TRENTON, ALLEGRE, AND SHARON GROVE. CARDS
ARE AVAILABLE AT “THE PURPLE DAIZI” AND AT
“SOMETHING SPECIAL” IN ELKTON. WE EXPRESS OUR
THANKS TO THE OWNERS AND EMPLOYEES OF BOTH
BUSINESSES FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT.
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OUR CONDOLENCES
Several alumni have passed away during 2017! We express to those families our condolences as they
adjust to changes in their lives! One class that has suffered quite a few losses since their graduation
includes the Class of 1967!

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED TO
GRADUATES OF THE CLASS OF 2018
We ask you share information with our scholarships with all you know. We want the Class of 2018 to be
aware of the financial opportunities available to them. The scholarship applications will all soon be
available online at http://tcchsalumni.org/forms/. Please note that to make the scholarship application
process less difficult, those who apply are asked to complete one application and check off the scholarships
of interest to them. In order to simplify the process, applicants must make certain to meet all the
requirements for each scholarship he/she is interested in; the main difference in the scholarships is the
number of letters of recommendation required. Be sure to note those as you decide on the scholarships.
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v

Tom and Rowena Everett Memorial Scholarships (2)
Jeffery Wayne Farmer Memorial Scholarship
Gary Strader Memorial Agriculture Scholarship
Todd County Central High School Alumni Association Scholarships (2)
Todd County Central High School Alumni Association Memorial Academic or Technical
Scholarship (2) (These two scholarships are in memory of a TCCHS graduate.)
Howard Ray Stokes Memorial Academic Scholarship
Albert Greenfield Memorial Academic Scholarship
Todd County Central High School Accounting and Business Scholarship
Carolyn L. Wells Academic and Leadership Scholarship (This scholarship will be chosen from
those who apply for the other scholarships or from a selection of a capable student who
demonstrates academic and leadership excellence.)
“Either write something worth reading or do something worth writing.”
~ Benjamin Franklin

TCCHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DVD’S STILL AVAILABLE
The association continues to have available for purchase two different DVD’s. One DVD consists
of JPEG files reflective of the history of TCCHS during its first half-century with special emphasis on the
first year. These JPEG files are grouped in several folders on the DVD. A second DVD has just been
completed that showcases the students, faculty and staff, and first 50-year history of TCCHS. This DVD
includes photos spanning the 1963-1964 school year through 2014. This second DVD is formatted to run
as a movie in DVD players. Both of these DVD’s sell for $20.00. We also have several DVD’s left of the
2015 TCCHS Showcase that honored the late Sharon Shemwell. This DVD also sells for $20.00. If you
would like to purchase one of these, please drop us a message via our contact form at
http://tcchsalumni.org. Proceeds will help fund our scholarship fund.
Please remember too that the TCCHS yearbooks from 1964 through this past year are also
available for purchase with proceeds being shared with the Todd County Public Library and the TCCHS
Library. These DVD’s, and CD’s if space permits, sell for $30.00. We have sold a few of these, and we
are hopeful other folks who have missing yearbooks will choose this route to bring back many fond high
school memories. Again, drop us a message if you are interested.
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“Energy and persistence conquer all things.”
~ Benjamin Franklin

TCCHS YEARBOOKS DIGITIZED
In a combined effort with the Todd County Public Library, the TCCHS Library, and the TCCHS
Alumni Association, all TCCHS yearbooks, except those of very recent years, are now digitized. The
effort was begun with a request from OCI (Oklahoma Correctional Institute) to have access to the paper
copy of the yearbooks of TCCHS. The company was sent five yearbooks to determine what the finished
product would look like, and the Todd County Library was very pleased with the results. Because the
Library did not have all the yearbooks, Cathy Cavanah, former media specialist at TCCHS, and Carolyn
Wells supplied the missing years. The yearbook JPEG files, which are 300 DPI (dots per inch), are now
available to the public with the proceeds from the sale of the digitized yearbooks being split between the
three groups – the Todd County Public Library, the TCCHS library, and the TCCHS Alumni Association.
A digitized yearbook will sell for $30.00 with the JPEG files being mailed on a CD. If you are interested
in ordering these, you may also send a request to Carolyn L. Wells at tcchsaa.gmail.com.
“Life's tragedy is that we get old too soon and wise too late.”
~ Benjamin Franklin

CONSIDER BECOMING A LIFETIME MEMBER OF THE
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION! EMAIL AND FACEBOOK REMINDERS
ARE BEING SENT OUT MONTHLY TO THOSE WHO HAVE
JOINED THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION IN THE PAST.

“We wish all a very successful end to 2017!”
WE ALSO EXTEND BEST WISHES TO THE CLASS OF 2018!
DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUT THE AVAILABLE
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES ON OUR ALUMNI WEBSITE .
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TCCHS Alumni Association Alumni Questionnaire
For many years students in my English classes at TCCHS would sometimes comment, “No one ever attended Todd
Central who made a mark on the outside world.” Since the founding of the TCCHS Alumni Association in May
2013, one of the association’s foremost goals has been to showcase alumni of TCCHS. In order to achieve that goal,
we need your assistance in publishing information that is informative and accurate.
If you would consider being showcased in our alumni newsletter and/or other media, please complete the following
questions and return them to Carolyn L. Wells at carolynlwells@bellsouth.net or at 150 Georgetown Circle, Elkton,
KY 42220. Also, please attach a JPEG photo that we can use. Obviously, we cannot showcase everyone; however,
we hope to ‘spread the word’ about TC alumni in the months and years ahead.
•

Full Name (Maiden if Applicable) and Year of Graduation

___________________________________________________________________________________________
•

College(s), Technical School(s), and/or Post-Secondary Education

___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
•

Profession(s) After TCCHS

___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
•

What do you remember best about TCCHS?

___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
•

Did any class or teacher make a deep impression on you? Please explain.

___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
•

What makes you proud to be a TCCHS graduate?

___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

•

What do you consider to be your greatest achievement?

___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
The directors of the TCCHS Alumni Association appreciate your assistance with this project. Please share our
request for information with friends and relatives you know who will help us reach our goal of informing others
about the many alumni who have exited the doors of TCCHS and have made many contributions to our world.
Please remember to check our website at https://www.tcchsalumni.org for updated information and photos of the
members and work of the association! We have just now reached our first year of existence, and we are very excited
that we have already made a very positive impact on our community!
~Carolyn L. Wells, Secretary of TCCHS Alumni Association

Todd County Central High School Alumni Association Membership Form
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Please print and complete one form per member.
The TCCHS Alumni Association meets the third Tuesday of each month (excluding December) at 4:00 PM in the media center
at TCCHS. We invite you to attend at any opportunity. We also encourage you to check out our website at
http://www.tcchsalumni.org. Since the association is working under the umbrella of the recently founded Todd County School
District Foundation for Excellence in Public Education, Inc., the alumni association has tax-exempt status, thus making
donations to our organization tax deductible. As a perk to membership in the association, members with email addresses will
be emailed an alumni association newsletter. We thank you for printing your own membership form(s); that allows us to use
our funds wisely.
Alumni’s Name __________________________________________________________________________ Class of ________________
Friend of Alumni Association’s Name ________________________________________________________________________________
Maiden Name if Applicable ________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________________________ State Abbreviation _________________ Zip ________________
Home Phone Including Area Code ____________________________________________________________________
Cell Phone Including Area Code ______________________________________________________________________
Personal Email (Please print.) ______________________________________________________________________________
We ask that you assist us by maintaining a current mailing address so that a master spreadsheet of all TCCHS alumni may be
maintained. Even if you do not desire membership at this time, please email your current mailing info and your year of graduation
(and maiden name if applicable) to tcchsaa@gmail.com. This information will be shared with those planning reunions for different
TC classes.
Membership Fees:
• $10.00 Yearly Per Person (Amount Enclosed) __________________________ Check #________________
•
$200.00 Lifetime Membership Per Person (Amount Enclosed) __________________________ Check #________________
Scholarship Donation: (Amount Enclosed) __________________________ Check #________________
Please make check payable to TCCHSAA. Thank you.
Please mail to –
TCCHS Alumni Association
P. O. Box 611
Elkton, KY 42220

Please check as applicable.
______ Renewal of Yearly Membership

I would like to aid the TCCHSAA by
____ Serving on a committee.
____ Becoming an officer or director.
____ Assisting with an event.
____ Other (Please explain below.)

______ First-Time Member

Cut and Detach Here Please for Your Records
For your records, a receipt for 2015-2016 TCCHSAA Membership:
Date____________________________ Amount _________________ Check #___________
Mailed to or Received by ____________________________________________________________________
Thanks for your support of the TCCHS Alumni Association. Please be sure to add a stamp and your mailing address if you use the
self-addressed envelope below.
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TCCHS Alumni Association
P. O. Box 611
Elkton, KY 42220
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